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Rezumat: Așezările și depozitele de bronzuri din nord-vestul României relevă contexte arheologice expresive, ce pun în relief 

cadrul în care a fost utilizat numărul mare de reproduceri de bovidee sau a reprezentărilor simbolice ale acestora, prin protome 

și perechi de coarne, purtate sub formă de amulete sau ornate pe ceramică. Intensitatea utilizării și cadrul ceremonial de care 

se leagă, în mai multe cazuri, vin să evidenţieze apelul frecvent la simbolistica taurului și a perechii de coarne, cu referire la 

atributele sau epifania unei divinităţi, pe care contextele arheologice o prezintă a fi cel mai intens adorată.

Keywords: Bronze Age, Carpathian lands, pendants, amulets, zoomorphic representations, religious symbols.

Abstract: Settlements and bronze hoards in north-western Romania reveal eloquent archaeological contexts that illuminate the 

settings in which the large number of bovid representations – or their symbolic renderings as protomes and paired horns – were 

employed, worn as amulets, or applied as ornaments on pottery. The intensity of their usage and, in many cases, their association 

with ceremonial context highlight the frequent recourse to the symbolism of the bull and the one of the horn-pair, both referring to 

the attributes or the epiphany of a deity – a deity which is presented in archaeological contexts as the most intensely venerated.

Preliminarii Preliminaries

place among the bronze objects recovered over time from 
settlements in the Tisa Basin, both those originating 
from archaeological excavations and those recorded as 

the metal-detector discoveries coming from surfaces 
of the settlements at Sântana (Gogâltan, Sava, Mercea 

practices linked either to more intensive use or to certain 
customs that led to the more frequent removal from 
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The assessment of the use and abandonment practices 
relating to a particular type of ornament – semicircular/
lunular pendants – will be undertaken in this study for 
north-western Romania, a region where archaeological 

Fig. 1.

Fig. 1.
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1. Pir.

tell

2. Crestur. 

3. Culciu Mic.

4. Foieni.

which are primarily dress accessories, the pendants 
occupy a prominent place, them being objects more 
properly belonging to the category of personal 

represented by semicircular/lunular forms:

1. Pir. Fragment of a semicircular pendant that most 
likely belonged to a specimen with a median extension 

2. Crestur.
with an anchor-shaped projection furnished with a 

dominated by the spiral motif, rendered in the central 
zone as two metope-like panels, separated by a chain 
of interlocking spirals that terminate at the ends in 

3. Culciu Mic. Two-sided mould for a horseshoe-shaped 

4. Foieni.

vessel, together with a bronze dagger blade and two 
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5. Culciu Mare.

7. Lazuri.

Culciu Mare.

settlement where there are pottery fragments of the 

bent and three central bosses, the middle one perforated 

7. Lazuri.
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Arie de răspândire și datare

Chronology and distribution

shaped pendants presented, the earliest are the ones 

shape of the median extension cannot be determined; it 
may have taken the form of a tang or an anchor-shaped 

kind are grouped in the northern and northeastern part 

in the region are dated from the late phase of the 

of lunular pendants with an anchor-shaped projection, 

with other metal objects (in graves and hoards), and 
especially their direct association with B1-type disc axes, 

discovered in a settlement assigned to the Suciu de Sus 
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The lunular pendant with spiral terminals (also referred 

was found deposited in a portable hearth/vessel, 
together with two biconical amber beads and a dagger 

should be considered that this was a deposition within 
a settlement or at its edge – one which, on the basis of 

major Transylvanian hoards, Uioara de Sus (Petrescu-

major Transylvanian hoards, one should consider an 

even a deposition within this horizon, as in the case 

occurrences of such objects in Kurd-type hoards located 
1

1  
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1

1  

main area of distribution in the eastern part of the 

Orosipuszta hoard, associated with the Koszider horizon 

(north-western Transylvania), attributed to the Moigrad-

which there is a massive presence of ceramic imports 

discovered among the remains of a dwelling that yielded 

settlement layer with pottery belonging to the Suciu de 
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The crescent pendants with vertically perforated shanks 

likewise common in the so-called foundry hoards of 

perforated shanks are regarded as products of the 
western Transylvanian metallurgical centers starting in 

are perforated horseshoe-shaped pendants that reached 

ältere Urnenfelderzeit) – 
the distribution area of these pendants expanded 
considerably, extending to Bavaria, Baden-Württemberg, 

and to the Republic of Moldova in the east (Zanoci 2021, 

can be placed in a transitional interval – between the 

edge of the concentration zone of the crescent pendants 

site, other objects have also been recovered that occur 
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Kurd-type hoards, while these pendants occur only 

at the very beginning of the cultural context in which 
it was found – parallels the situation of the crescent 
pendants with vertically perforated shanks from the 

dating and attribution of the numerous western-origin 

account a more recent cultural phenomena, such as the 

half of the 12th

picture in which these western-origin objects were 
used in the later period in the Moldavian area becomes 
even more complex in light of data which support the 
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Funcţionalitate, mod de utilizare

saltaleonii

Use and function

multiple semicircular pendants were usually deposited, 
and their occurrence together with saltaleoni provides 
indications that they were worn as strings around 

times in both hoards – three and nineteen specimens, 

lunular pendants alongside saltaleoni and other pendants 
or dress elements tends to support their interpretation 

suggestive is the composition of the grave/hoard 

categories occur together with pendants reproducing 
concentric circles, two miniature weapons (an axe and 

of the deposit suggests a complex set of symbolically 
charged objects that were strung together in one or 

semicircular pendants together with horseshoe-shaped 
pendants and saltaleoni in several graves from Slovakia 

Whereas the graves at Tiszafüred, Orosipuszta, and 
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saltaleoni 

saltaleonii

saltaleoni

examples, accompanied by metal ornaments and amber 

Pendants with openwork occur most frequently in 

saltaleoni, 
which likewise suggests that they were strung on 
a cord – concealed by the coiled wire tubes – and 
worn as neck- or chest-ornaments, very likely with a 

Transylvania and in the immediately adjacent region 

being interpreted as votive or funerary deposits (or a 

Transylvania, openwork pendants are represented by 
single specimens, in many cases they are part of grave 
inventories; nevertheless, there are also several multiple 

Unlike the preceding types, semicircular pendants with 
an anchor-shaped projection and lunular pendants 

settlements – as intentional deposits or as lost items – 

together with other types of ornaments (especially 
bracelets), weapons (axes, swords, spearheads), tools 



58 Pandantivele semicirculare și semilunare din epoca bronzului, descoperite în așezări din nord-vestul României

2

2  

(socketed axes and sickles), and fragments of bronze 
ingots2

Function and symbolism

western Romania is whether their frequent occurrence in 

that entailed a mode of use likely to result in their 
frequent loss or abandonment?

has been studied on the basis of discovery contexts 

Simple semicircular pendants, horseshoe-shaped 
pendants, and the crescent pendants with vertically 
perforated shanks, occur either as single or paired items, 

By contrast, semicircular pendants with an anchor-shaped 
projection and lunular pendants with spiral terminals 
were deposited in one or two specimens and do not 

well, a higher frequency of single or paired deposits is 

2  
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Funcţionalitate, simbolistică
alongside other objects arranged near the deceased, 
the deposition of single or paired pendants takes on a 

These pendants discovered in western Transylvania 
were worn as amulets with a symbolic value, as it has 
been highlighted on the basis of their depiction in the 

as well as by their representation on Transylvanian 
belts and on white-incrusted pottery from the Middle 

anchor-shaped projection has been linked to their wear 

of complex chains), dress accessories, and ornaments 

pendants, horseshoe-shaped pendants, and (simple) 
lunular pendants also appear – have likewise been 

that weapons are present in these hoards, ceremonial 
costumes have been attributed not only to women but 

horseshoe-shaped pendants and by the crescent pendants 
with vertically perforated shanks has been explained on 
the premise that they constitute abstracted horn symbols 
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highlighting the circulation of religious symbols with 

rendered lunular symbol has been linked to the image 
of a horn pair which, together with bovid protomes and 
full-bodied bovid representations, has been interpreted as 

Romania further substantiates the association of lunular 
pendants with bovid imagery and the symbolic reading of 
these elements in relation to a deity that enjoyed intense 

Bovid representations on pottery and in clay

pendants discussed here originate, the bovid 

motifs, complemented by abstract renderings of paired 

horses, wild boar, and an animal-like being executed in 

The richness of animal representations in the eastern 

general absence has been interpreted as a deliberate 
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Reprezentări de bovidee în ceramică și lut

provide a direct association of lunular pendants – and 
of ceramic ornaments that replicate them – with bovid 

is a representational model taken over by the Suciu 

this conservative environment together with numerous 

large quantity of Suciu de Sus pottery has its decoration 
highlighted by the application of a white inlay pressed 

beyond this cultural framework and is attested across a 

civilizations, the bovid horns depicted on metal objects 
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ceramic style, ornamental motifs depicting lunular signs/

is seen on vessels that bear renderings of semicircular 

with anchor-shaped projections appear; the later 

contacts with eastern regions, during which a series of 

are also rendered with prominences that depict only the 

the renderings of lunular pendants on vessels and the 



65Bronze Age semicircular and lunular pendants in settlements in north-western Romania

 

ornaments: 1 - Petea-

1 

2 

2a

3a

2,3

80 cm

0

3 



66 Pandantivele semicirculare și semilunare din epoca bronzului, descoperite în așezări din nord-vestul României

Contexte ceremoniale și ofrande

- -

Ceremonial contexts and offerings

Several archaeological contexts from north-western 
Romania vividly illustrate the symbolic – religious – 

highlighting a doubling of meanings with social-

highlighted by their discovery in the area of sumptuous/
monumental constructions erected for festivities with 

context underscores a close link between the symbolism 
of bovid protomes, exuberant decoration, and the large 

the communal consumption of liquids – is indicated by a 

setting is supported by the four relief ornaments on 
its upper part that replicate lunular amulets with spiral 

by large vessels in the ceremonial contexts with which 

was discovered within a ritual deposit in which, alongside 

consumption and with beer production were also 

The symbolic value of the various pendants that 
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items occur in bronze hoards from the Upper Tisza 

composition – which would require ample space – the 
frequent deposition of single (or paired) lunular pendants 
suggests a symbolic presence, likewise indicated 
by their occurrence as one or two items in funerary 

deposits is suggested by the repeated compositions 
of accompanying items (axe/sword, socketed axes, a 
large number of sickles, and bracelets)3

a deposition pattern deliberately constituted according 

pendants are associated with disc axes that take 
the form of objects devoid of practical value, their 

specimen of a B4-type axe in the bronze hoards from 

The symbolic presence of disc axes in these deposits also 

costumes (Gogâltan, Sava 2014, 200-201) can no longer 

3  3  



68 Pandantivele semicirculare și semilunare din epoca bronzului, descoperite în așezări din nord-vestul României

4  

be upheld in cases where single or paired pendants occur 

cases where both axes and horn-pair pendants were used 

or paired occurrences of axes and horn-pair pendants are 

together, these elements point to a linkage between 

of the deity4

the numerous representations of paired horns (and at 
times the pendants that reproduce them) in clay and in 
ceramic ornamentation on vessels from settlements and 

settlements of north-western Romania provide eloquent 
archaeological contexts that highlight the settings in 
which the large number of symbolic renderings of bovid 
horns – worn as amulets and depicted as decorative 

and their frequent appearance in ceremonial contexts 
highlight the employment of the symbolism of the bull 
and the horn pair in connection with the attributes/
epiphany of a deity – one that the archaeological 

4 On the convergence of one or two symbolic objects in deposits and the 
connection with cosmological conceptions involving divine duality and the 
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