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TNC-urile sunt actori semnificativi non-statali care influenteaza diverse domenii ale
vietii sociale. Aceasta cercetare exploreaza rolurile TNC-urilor la nivel global, regional si
local, evidentiind impactul lor asupra tranzitiilor economice si integrarii regionale. Stu-
diul examineazad atdt efectele pozitive, cdt si pe cele negative, recomanddnd o crestere echi-
librata, echitate sociala si protectia mediului pentru dezvoltare durabild. De asemenea,
ofera sugestii specifice pentru Moldova in gestionarea relatiilor cu TNC-urile.

In today's globalized world, TNCs have emerged as powerful non-state actors.
They manage to influence global economic governance, policy-making, and socio-
economic dynamics, while raising concerns about democratic governance and envi-
ronmental sustainability. In the post-Soviet space, including Moldova, TNCs have
driven economic transitions and regional integration. Understanding TNCs’ impact
helps create policies that promote balanced growth, social equity, and environmental
stewardship. This research is essential for guiding sustainable development strategies
and maximizing economic opportunities while addressing challenges.

Research on TNCs has progressed from classical political thought to modern neo-
liberal policies. Western researchers such as Adam Smith [1], David Ricardo [2], Rob-
ert Keohane [3], Joseph Nye [4], Raymond Vernon [5], and others, put the grounds
for the topic’s investigation. Despite historical limitations, Russian researchers Tsy-
gankov P. [6], Lebedeva M. [7], Belous T. [8], Yudanov Yu. [9], etc., focused on mo-
nopolies, state interactions, and the flow of FDI. Romanian academics Liviu R. [10],
Liviu G. [11], Carmen R. [12], etc., studied TNC competitiveness and multinational
cartel activities. In Moldova, the subject is still little examined. However, there are
some complex researches as Sterpu V. [13], Sarco A. [14], Ginu-Chisca M. [15], and
others have researched the pecularities of TNCs interactions with Moldova's economy
and global integration.

To understand the research topic more deeply, it is essential to define key terms.
In such a way, non-state actors represent entities that lack sovereign state attributes
but possess influence over global politics; transnational corporations are business en-
tities operating in multiple countries, controlling assets, and engaging in economic
activities across borders; globalization is the process of increasing interconnectedness
among states, societies, and entities, encompassing economic integration, cultural ex-
change, and shifts in political power.
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Speaking about the evolution and growth of TNCs, it can be divided into 5 dis-
tinct periods. 15th Century - 20th Century: TNCs like the British East India Company
focused on extracting resources from colonies. 1918-1949: Second-generation TNCs
like GM expanded globally post World War I, particularly in industrial sectors. 1950-
1979: TNCs such as General Motors expanded globally in industrial sectors. 1980-
1995: TNCs like Microsoft prioritized technology and global expansion with financial
backing. 1995-2005: Companies like Amazon emphasized digital transformation, sus-
tainability, and stakeholder collaboration.

TNCs exert significant political and economic power through their vast financial
resources, which enable them to influence global markets. They engage in extensive
lobbying efforts to shape policies that benefit their operations. TNCs also leverage their
leadership in technology and innovation to shape industries and economies worldwide.
Their dominance in global supply chains allows them to influence labor conditions and
environmental practices across multiple countries. Additionally, TNCs' market domi-
nance in certain sectors grants them substantial control over prices and competition,
further solidifying their political and economic influence on a global scale.

TNCs have a dual impact on the global landscape. On one hand, they drive tech-
nological innovation, stimulate economic growth, and create employment oppor-
tunities worldwide. Conversely, their operations often contribute to environmental
degradation, exploit labor in developing regions, and foster cultural homogenization.
Balancing these impacts requires effective regulation and oversight to foster sustain-
able development globally.

In the Republic of Moldova TNCs operate in various sectors, largely due to for-
eign direct investment. In 2022 it reached $586 million, a significant 50% increase
from the previous year. However, it still lags behind other Eastern European countries
(Table 1).

Table 1
Total FDI flow per capita: RM in comparison with other countries
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Experts attribute this lag to various factors, including the limited involvement of
TNCs in the capital of state-owned companies [16]. Speaking about the spheres of
activities there is invested in financial activities and insurance in amount of 59.7%
and information and communications in 47.4%, contributing 19.7% of the gross value
added to the national economy (Table 2).

Table 2
Share of enterprises with FDI by economic sector in RM
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Touching the opportunities for the Republic of Moldova in relation to TNCs, we
can mention strategic location as a transit hub between Europe and Asia, flourishing
ICT sector with advancements in internet infrastructure, integration into the global
economy and influx of foreign firms, Growing mechanical engineering sector with
companies like Lear Corporation and Dréxlmaier Automotive. While, challenges are
governance issues and remittances, heavily reliance on agriculture, lagging behind in
FDI acquisition compared to neighboring countries, etc.

In conclusion, TNCs exert significant economic and political power globally,
driving growth and innovation while raising concerns about accountability and equity.
As recommendation, policymakers need robust regulations and corporate account-
ability to balance TNCs’ benefits and drawbacks. For Moldova, addressing gover-
nance issues, fostering economic diversification, and improving the business climate
are crucial. Moreover, strategic cooperation with TNCs with the further engagement
of local enterprises to the global value chains can drive sustainable development and
better integrate Moldova into the global economy.
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