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Cuvinte-cheie: oglindă din bronz, Hallstatt, La Tène, morminte scitice, nomazi timpurii.

Rezumat: Acest studiu examinează oglinzile din bronz datând din secolele VII-IV a. Chr. din colecţia Muzeului Naţional de Istorie a 

Moldovei, contextualizate în peisajul cultural mai larg al regiunii nord-vestice a Mării Negre. Bazându-se pe ansambluri funerare, 

asociate cu grupuri nomade scitice și comunităţi getice, lucrarea analizează tipologia, cronologia și semnificaţia culturală a 

oglinzilor din perioada scitică timpurie până în cea clasică. Cele mai vechi piese, datate nu mai devreme de mijlocul secolului 

al VII-lea a. Chr., aparţin tradiţiilor scitice timpurii de origine caucaziană și, posibil, sud-siberiană. De la mijlocul secolului al 

VI-lea a. Chr., oglinzile produse în atelierele grecești (în special tipurile Olbia-Borysthenes, Argos și, mai târziu, Peloponez) au 

pătruns în mediul barbar, urmate, în perioadele clasică și elenistică, de variante modificate local, inspirate de prototipuri grecești. 

Analiza contextuală demonstrează o schimbare semnificativă a rolului social și simbolic al oglinzilor de-a lungul timpului. Dacă în 

perioada scitică timpurie oglinzile puteau însoţi atât înmormântările masculine, cât și cele feminine, din perioada scitică mijlocie 

încoace, acestea au devenit un atribut exclusiv feminin, strâns asociat cu statutul social înalt, practicile rituale și ideologia 

elitei. Amplasarea frecventă a oglinzilor lângă cap sau piept, poziţia lor sub corp și urmele evidente de utilizare pe termen lung 

și de reparare subliniază valoarea lor excepţională și încărcătura simbolică. Colecţia furnizează, astfel, dovezi esenţiale privind 

schimburile culturale, mecanismele de constituire a elitelor și persistenţa tradiţiilor rituale, reliefând rolul oglinzilor ca obiecte-

cheie ale subculturii feminine, ale statutului social și ale practicilor magice în societăţile barbare din regiunea carpato-nistreană 

în secolele VII-IV a. Chr.

Keywords: bronze mirror, Hallstatt, La Tène, Scythian burials, early nomads.

Abstract: This study examines bronze mirrors dating from the 7th to the 4th centuries BC from the National Museum of History of 

Moldova’s collection, contextualized within the broader cultural landscape of the Northwestern Black Sea region. Drawing on 

funerary and settlement assemblages associated with Scythian nomadic groups and Getic communities, the paper analyses 

the typology, chronology, and cultural significance of mirrors from the Early Scythian to the Classical period. The earliest items, 

appearing no earlier than the mid-7th century BC, belong to Early Scythian traditions of Caucasian and possibly South Siberian 

origin. From the mid-6th century BC onward, mirrors produced in Greek workshops – most notably the Olbian-Borysthenes, Argive, 

and later Peloponnesian types – entered the barbarian milieu, followed in the Classical and Hellenistic periods by locally modified 

variants inspired by Greek models. The contextual analysis demonstrates a marked shift in the social and symbolic role of mirrors 

over time. While in the Early Scythian period mirrors could accompany both male and female burials, from the Middle Scythian 

period onward, they became an exclusively female attribute, closely associated with high social status, ritual practices, and elite 

ideology. The frequent placement of mirrors near the head or chest, their occasional positioning beneath the body, and evident 

traces of long-term use and repair underscore their exceptional value and symbolic charge. The collection thus provides essential 

evidence for cultural exchange, mechanisms of elite formation, and the persistence of ritual traditions, highlighting mirrors as key 

objects in the construction of gender, status, and sacred authority in barbarian societies of the Carpathian-Dniester region during 

the 7th-4th centuries BC.
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Introducere

Barbaricum

Introduction 

In ethnographic terms, the mirror is an object with 
exceptional symbolic charge, associated not only with 
image and beauty, but also with supernatural forces. 
Numerous ancient sources and ethnographic parallels 
attest to the attribution of magical powers to mirrors, 
capable of protecting, healing or, on the contrary, causing 
harm. Rituals and divination practices involving mirrors 

(Baiduzh 2018, 78), which gives these objects a double 
valence: apotropaic and mystical. In prehistory and 
classical times, owning a mirror was a privilege reserved 
for a select few. Beyond their practical functionality, 

and interiorization, suggesting the “luxury” of self-

2012, 387). In the Barbaricum, mirrors are frequently 
found, especially among the grave goods of nomadic 
communities, where, in addition to their utilitarian role, 
they appear to have had an essential identity and ritual 
function.

The role of mirrors goes far beyond the sphere of 
toilet objects and must be analyzed in relation to the 
belief systems of the communities that produced and 
used them. In numerous shamanic societies, from 
prehistory to the recent past, the mirror held central 

between the world of the living and the world of spirits. 
In the nomadic spaces of Central Asia, mirrors were 
integrated into rituals related to the cult of the sun 
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Oglinzile în lumea scitică

belonged to the owner and the visible world. In contrast, 

endowing them with a liminal and sacred role. In the 
North Pontic region and the North Caucasus, mirrors 
are standard in the tombs of nomadic communities, 
becoming a recurring element in the funerary inventories 
of the Scythian and later Sarmatian eras. In these 
contexts, mirrors appear almost exclusively in the tombs 
of women, suggesting not only an association with 
beauty practices but also an identity, status, and possibly 
even religious valences. In East Germanic environments, 

custom underscores the enduring symbolism of mirrors 
as objects of prestige, protection, and ritual practice 
throughout Late Antiquity.

Mirrors in the Scythian context

In the Scythian milieu, mirrors are an element of rich 
grave goods and are distinguished by their formal 
characteristics: they are large, with massive discs, 

morphology makes them easily recognizable and gives 
them an imposing presence in the funerary context. Their 

feminine sphere and a privileged social status.

women holding mirrors in solemn gestures, suggesting 
that these objects played an essential role in religious 
ceremonies. A relevant example is the scene in which 
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a high-ranking woman, seated on a throne, receives 

the throne on which she sits suggests authority and 
power, and her relaxed posture contrasts with the young 

divinity, suggests that the scene has a sacred meaning, 

In this context, the mirror becomes more than a simple 

a Scythian goddess associated with fertility, beauty and 
magic.

1 2 3 
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Oglinzile în Muzeul Naţional de Istorie a Moldovei

not only beauty and femininity, but also introspection, 
self-knowledge and contact with the spirit world. Thus, 
in the Scythian world, the mirror is simultaneously 
a utilitarian object, a status marker, a symbol of 
feminine power and a tool of mediation between the 
sacred and the profane. Its function is complex and 

giving or libation emphasizes the connection between 
religious authority, political power, and the central role 
of women in collective rituals. Women who held mirrors 
occupied dominant positions in their communities, a 

power: seated, surrounded by enslaved people, maids 

mirrors, combs, or ornaments, emphasizing not only 
their privileges but also their authority. In this light, 
the objects from the funerary inventory should not be 
interpreted exclusively as goods accumulated during life, 

hierarchy that is also perpetuated in death.

Mirrors in the National Museum of History 
of Moldova

Greek type. Still, long before their widespread use, 
early nomads used their own products. Items from the 

earliest types.
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Caucasian-Siberian type 

“a burial performed in an extended supine position, head 
to the south, with arms extended alongside the body”. 

preserved) and 12 bronze arrowheads (only three were 
transferred to the museum) were found with the buried 

was equipped with a vertical rim (0.3 cm high) and a 

by the quiver set, which contains both two-bladed and 

back to the middle or the second half of the 7th century 
BC. Similar sets from the Northern Black Sea region are 

half of the 7th

,
a loop on the back was found during the excavations of 

pit with rounded corners. The deceased, lying on his 
back (with straight legs and arms along the body), was 
oriented with his head to the west, face up, and covered 

Tipul caucazian-siberian 
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Fig. 2.  

Fig. 2.
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with thin branches stacked next to each other. The body, 

molded vessel with a spherical body and a high neck, 
which has not been completely preserved, was placed at 

made of homogeneous clay, free of visible impurities, 

for attaching a wooden handle” at the back, the traces 
of which were recorded by the author of the excavations 

in the list of early Scythian ones, while the mirror from 
Cioburciu is quite original, and despite the loop on the 
back, its disk is thin, concave and has no rim. This design 
may bring it closer to the South Siberian mirrors, but, in 
our opinion, it points to a later time than the 7th century 
BC, when typical mirrors of the early Scythian Caucasian-
Siberian type disappear from the region around the 

th century BC. And at this time, mirrors 
made in Greek workshops or their imitations enter the 
Scythian area in large numbers. Such products include 
mirrors of the Olbian-Borysthenes type from the mid-

th century BC, which, however, are almost unknown in 

eastern Romania1.

1  
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Tipul Argos

1  

2  

Argive type

of Greek types of mirrors among the early nomads is 
associated with solid-cast mirrors with handles of the 
Argive and Peloponnese types. One of the most relevant 
assemblages with a mirror of the Argive type is burial 

2. The buried older 
woman (according to the observations of the excavators) 
lay in an extended supine position, with her skull to the 
west. The remains of decayed bedding and ash were 

In the northeastern corner of the chamber were the bones 

the chamber, closer to the southern wall, at the level of 
the skull and sternum, were horse bones, including the 
scapula and bones of one foreleg, as well as ribs arranged 
in anatomical order. The remains of an iron knife with a 
straight blade, a humped back, and a short handle were 
found on the horse bones. Small fragments of a wooden 
bowl, covered with a double zigzag band of bronze, were 

of gold was found south of the bowl (probably part of a 
whip). At the feet of the deceased person, the fragments 

bowl were found. In the northeastern corner of the 
chamber, a triangular bronze arrowhead with a poorly 

2  The closest analogy was recently discovered in eastern Romania, in 
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scapula

foil appliqués depicting animals (panthers?) of an oval 

the southern wall, next to the remains of a wooden bowl, 

clear traces of processing. In the southwestern corner of 
the chamber, a small jug was placed.

beneath the chamber wall, lay a large bronze mirror with 

and rounded. The handle, 12.4 cm long and 2.5-3.4 cm 
wide, is of an elongated trapezoidal form, tapering into 
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3  

chased elements. On the reverse side, there was a roughly 
scratched solar ornament consisting of a circle with rays 

the lifetime of the buried woman, the mirror was broken 
and then repaired: the handle was separated from the 
disk, the fractures were ground down, and the disk was 
fastened with two iron rivets, which had disintegrated 

discovered that a relief “wicker” ornament, limited by 
two concentric circles, had been knocked out along the 
edge of the disk. Under the mirror, there was a leather 
pouch containing 300 g of chalk powder (for polishing 
the mirror?) and cereal grains. Small fabric pieces were 
discovered next to the remains of the leather pouch.

of the three characteristic groups, such as “warriors”, 
“riders” and “cremated”, according to I. Bruyako3. Indeed, 
I. Bruyako himself proposed dating this assemblage to 

th - early 5th centuries BC based on a bronze 

who attributed the bronze bowl to the late 5th century 
BC (Teleaga 2008, 454), is less certain of the proposed 

the gold oval plaques of the Nymphaeum-Lyubymivka 

3  We propose identifying Burial 7 as representing a distinct Scythian 

as a ritual specialist. The Gorgon face on the mirror may have symbolically 
protected its owner, and the combination of artefacts suggests priestly 
or shamanic functions beyond mere personal use. This grave will be re-
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type (according to A. Kantorovich), which were 
widespread from the second quarter of the 5th century 

th

quarter of the 4th

113). Unfortunately, most of the Argive type mirrors lack 

Nevertheless, analogies coming from burials are dated at 
least to the early 5th century BC, for example, the mirrors 

and the burial mound near Opalchenets village in Bulgaria 

age of the buried woman, as well as the repair and 
prolonged use of the mirror, a much later dating of burial 

of this assumption is the neighboring burial 3, which, 
judging by its stratigraphy, construction, and orientation, 
was made practically simultaneously with burial 7. It was 
accompanied by iron spearheads, funerary food with an 

some of them were equipped with cast or scratched 

this set belong to the horizon of “cross-shaped marks” 
of the second half of the 5th

number of arrowheads are of the “tower-shaped” form 
th century BC (Topal, 

Dermenji 2023, 134). Furthermore, both Scythian burials 
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Tipul peloponesiac

of burials in catacombs with two or more entrances falls 
within the range of the mid-5th century BC - the third 
quarter of the 4th

3 and 7 (within a few years, maximum one decade, 

the majority of the grave goods, the most likely dating 
of the burial with the mirror is the second half of the 5th 
century BC or, rather, the end of the century.

Peloponnesian Type

Four mirrors undoubtedly belong to the Peloponnesian 

Balabanu (Taraclia district) was surrounded by a ditch up 
to one and a half meters deep and about two meters wide 

mound, the surface was covered with a thin layer of clay. 
Two burial pits were found in the center of the mound, 
oriented lengthwise from east to west and spaced 1.5 
meters apart. One of them (the southern one) contained 
a Greek amphora and parts of a horse, while the other 
(the northern one) contained the skeleton of a “warrior” 
with weapons and jewelry. Both pits were identical in 
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covered with wooden planks, over which a mound was 
erected. The bottom of the pit containing the skeleton 
was lined with felt, and the deceased was laid on it, lying 
outstretched on his back, his head facing west, covered 

skeleton was sprinkled with red ochre, giving the bones 
an almost purple hue. A bronze mirror was found near 
the head, and two iron spears were in the southwest 
corner of the burial pit, along with a quiver containing 
over 150 arrows. A knuckle bone and an amulet made 
from the jaw of a small predator (apparently a fox) were 

burner?), bone spindle parts, two lead spindle whorls, 
dagger fragments, and two spear ends were found at the 
feet. Gold crescent-shaped earrings were found near the 

handle, ending in an oval pommel (4.5×5.3 cm), was 
cast together with the disk. One side was polished to a 

ornamentation). 

The mirror, apparently, was kept in a case with a thin 
wooden base covered with white linen fabric, which 

4 with a cap-

straight-necked amphora of the 5th

4  Unfortunately, this amphora is not listed in the collection of the National 
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4  

5  

limited to the last quarter of the 5th

Burial 1 of burial 
mound 14 near the village of Nicolscoe (southern part 

rectangular burial pit with rounded corners, oriented 
along the east-west line. There were fragments of wood 

was covered with dark brown decay, and the deceased5 
lay elongated, with the skull to the west and the face 

was bent across the body, the legs were straight, the 

in a rounded extension, and there is a rim around the 

11.5 cm. The width at the base is 3.0 cm, at the tip, it is 

southwestern edge of the burial chamber, 114 bronze 
socketed trilobate arrowheads were found (some of the 

right hand, near the wrist, six gold plaques “in the form 

quiver set, this burial dates back to the last quarter of 
the 5th century BC, no later than its end. This is indicated, 

5  In the publication by the authors of the excavations, it was determined 



90 Oglinzi din secolele VII-IV a. Chr. din colecţia Muzeului Naţional de Istorie a Moldovei: tipologie, cronologie și contexte funerare

in particular, by both the trilobate and the three-sided 

in the southwestern sector of the mound. The pit was 
rectangular with slightly rounded corners and oriented 
northwest-southeast. Small fragments of wood from the 

53). The skeleton of a woman lay in an extended position 
on her back, her head to the northwest, facing upward, 
the skull slightly inclined toward the right shoulder. Both 

leg was slightly bent, with the knee turned to the right. 
The ribs and shoulder blades of a horse lay in anatomical 
order near the northwestern wall of the burial chamber, 
along with the bones of cattle. The animal bones lay on a 

black-glazed kantharos with a vast, squat body, a broad, 
curved rim, and massive, rectangular-section handles was 

clay spindle whorl with a round through-hole lay near 

preserved bronze mirror cast in one piece with textile 

trapezoidal handle with a circular top. The diameter of 

the width of the handle at the base is 4 cm, the width of 
the handle at the top is 2.5 cm, the diameter of the top 
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reliably established by the squat Attic kantharos, dated to 
the second quarter of the 4th century BC (Sparkes, Talcott 

Excavations 
revealed that the mound was constructed in a single 
stage over small oval burn-throughs in the central 
portion. Along the edges of the burn-through, intact 
but decayed logs were found, and a ditch consisting of 
two arcs, northern and southern, was traced around the 
mound, with gaps between them on the western and 
eastern sides. Clusters of animal bones (horse and cattle) 

the mound and was placed in a rectangular pit, with its 
long sides oriented west-east. At the bottom of the pit, in 
the center, though slightly closer to the southern wall, lay 
the skeleton of a woman, her head facing west and tilted 

The legs were bent at the knees, also creating a diamond 
shape, with the feet extended and pressed together. The 

In the southwest corner of the pit, a small sandstone slab 
lay at the bottom. A bone (horn) composite spindle, an 
iron knife with a curved back, a straight blade and a bone 
handle were found near the western wall. Further from 
the wall, three phosphorite balls lay in a row. 

A bronze mirror with a handle lay on the right side of the 
head, with a black-glazed kantharos resting upside down. 
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of the skull, and just below the chin, an amulet made of a 
round piece of amber, crisscrossed with two gold ribbons. 
A bronze bead and the remains of an iron bracelet were 
found near the pelvis, near the right hand. A red clay 

rectangular gold plaques were found around the skull 
and humerus: 11 depicted a snake-legged goddess, three 
depicted gryphons, and triangular plaques with amphora-
shaped pendants. Twelve triangular plaques were found 
with two amphora-shaped pendants, three plaques with 

1 from Purcari (photo 
by E. Iarovoi, National 
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amphora-shaped pendants alone. In the eastern part, 
across the burial pit, lay the skeleton of a young woman 
with her skull facing north. The skull was turned upside 

arm bent at the elbow in the opposite direction. The legs 
were slightly bent at the knees, forming a diamond shape, 
with the soles of the feet pressed together. It appears 
that the body was carelessly dumped into the pit on top 
of a pile of animal bones located in the northeastern 
corner of the pit.

The solid bronze mirror is a disc with a trapezoidal side 

20.3 cm, the handle length is 11.4 cm, the handle width 
at the base is 4.1 cm, the handle width at the top is 
2.8 cm, the top dimensions are 4.25×3.3 cm, and the 

the Attic kantharos. The black-glazed kantharos from the 
burial, based on an analogy from the Athenian agora, 
is dated to the second quarter of the 4th century BC 

was attributed to Chersonesos in earlier publications 

to the second quarter of the 4th
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suggested that it belonged to the manufacturer Dionysios 
at the beginning of the last quarter of the 4th century 

it to 385-315 BC (Teleaga 2008, 382). S. Polin believes 
that both readings are incorrect and insists on dating the 
burial to the second quarter of the 4th century BC, based 

corresponds to an alternative reading that suggests the 
stamp belonged to the magistrate Dionysios II of the third 

211).

Other types from the Сlassical period

(disc-shaped with a riveted iron or wooden handle), 
include specimens from burial 2 of mound 2 near the 

burial ground, and burial 2 of mound 1 near the town of 
.

near the village of Nicolscoe was entered from the 
surface of the mound embankment. The trapezoidal 

consisting of black soil with clay inclusions, fragments 
of wooden planks were found, installed, judging by their 
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Alte tipuri ale perioadei clasice

laid on his back, the skull to the west and the face turned 
to the right. The arms were bent, the right hand was 
turned to the pelvis, and the legs were bent to the right. 
The remains of a light-gray mat were traced under the 

brown decay. In the southwestern corner of the burial 

leg bones. In the northwestern corner were the bones of 

plaques depicting a sphinx, apparently from a Scythian 
headdress (calathus). The skull area contained 138 
small triangular plaques with plant designs, embossed 
with a single stamp on gold foil. Two gold, ring-shaped 

concentrated in the skull area were 111 gold plaques 

two round plaques with a stylized solar relief image were 

the elbow. To the west of the skull (near a stone slab), a 
cluster of round bronze plaques with a convex cone shape 
was discovered. An iron hook made from a rectangular 
rod was found near the northeastern wall of the burial 
chamber. A similar iron hook, but with a broken end, was 
found to the west of the skull. A pointed iron needle was 
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calathus

au 
repoussé,

Fig. 7. Burial 2 of barrow 2 from Nicolscoe (photo by S. Agulnicov, 
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7  

was an iron knife with a humped back and a bone handle. 
An iron object7 with rectangular bone plates, ornamented 
with two incised lines along the edges, was discovered 

there was a worked slab of an irregular oval shape, made 
of gray limestone. In the northeast corner of the burial 
chamber, at the feet of the deceased, two rectangular 
bone plaques from a composite comb were found. In the 
southeast corner of the burial chamber, 50 cm to the 

surface was discovered near the elbow of the right arm). 
Near the southwest wall of the burial chamber, 70 cm to 

elongated bulbous shape, with a protruding rectangular 
socket containing iron nail-like rods. Three biconical 

glazed lekythos with a broken neck and handle. Near the 
southern wall of the burial chamber, to the right of the 

arm, near the elbow, was a round iron bracelet with open 
ends. Near the northeastern wall of the burial chamber, 

7  
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handle is made from a single iron rod with a mushroom-

1.8 cm, and the diameter of the thickening is 2.5 cm 

framework of the late 5th - early 4th centuries BC.

Burial 

in a pit of irregular shape with rounded corners, it was 
oriented along the west-east line with a slight deviation 

position on his back, head to the west, the skull inclined 

bent, the hands are near the pelvis, and the legs are also 

the ribcage. Under the skeleton there is a litter of plant 
origin. At the western wall of the pit, on a ledge behind 

the skull, the bones of a large animal were discovered 
in anatomical order. Among them lay an iron knife with 
a bone handle. A gray clay molded jug8 lay on its side in 

head, two rectangular grooves were found, revealing 
two iron spearheads resting with their tips against the 
western end of the groove. The spears were equipped 

corner of the pit. In addition to the spears, 23 bronze and 

8  
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8  

stain of brown decay covered the arrowheads from a 
quiver. A necklace consisting of 20 silver beads and nine 
glass beads was found on the neck of the buried person. 

corner of the pit. It was a disk with a diameter of 15.8 cm 
and a thickness of 0.2 cm (unfortunately, it has not yet 

the disk, four holes have been preserved. An iron handle, 
which did not survive, would have been attached through 

On the back side, the mirror is decorated with dots along 
the entire perimeter, spaced 0.5 cm from the edge of 

th - early 4th 
century BC was established by V. Sinika based on the 

The investigations 

step. An incomplete horse skeleton, laid in anatomical 

of the western section (at the northwestern end of the 
southern arc). Burial 1 was found in the northeastern 
sector of the mound, in a catacomb whose roof had 

pit and was oriented west-east. At the bottom of the 
chamber, close to the western and southern walls, a 
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.

was pushed in. The skeleton of an adult (poorly 

a collapsed section of the catacomb vault, lay in an 
extended position on its back, head to the west. The 

right arm, slightly bent at the elbow, rested on the pelvis
humerus remained. The legs 

were straight, the knees, like the feet, tightly pressed 
together. Under the skeleton, decay from greenish-
yellowish plant litter was discovered, covering almost 

skeleton, a large number of small charcoal embers and 

of the deceased, there were a stone slab, two burnt 

A black-glazed kantharos
lid, facing northwest. A pair of silver earrings, poorly 
preserved (one of two fragments, the other of four), had 

back and a straight, slightly concave blade with a poorly 
preserved bone handle was found to the right of the 
right tibia. Two small fragments of iron rods, wrapped 
in thin iron wire, lay next to the knife. A bronze bracelet 

Two sandstone river pebbles, with their characteristic 
rounded surfaces and heavily charred, were found on a 
stone slab. A single sandstone slab, trapezoidal in shape 
with rounded corners, was discovered at the foot of 
the deceased. Another skeleton of an adult was found 

vault. The deceased lay on his back in an extended 
position, his head facing north, his skull almost touching 
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the north wall, and his feet resting against the south 

corpse was carelessly dumped and only later slightly 
adjusted to its position, similar to that of the main 

A bronze mirror (FB-27435-2), without a handle, in a 
reasonably good condition, was found near the right 
shoulder. Its disk diameter was 15 cm, and its thickness 

other slightly convex. At a distance of 0.8 cm from the 
edge of the disk, there are two depressions, 0.4 cm 
in diameter, apparently traces of rivets, with which 
a wooden or bone handle, that did not survive, was 
attached to the mirror. On the surface of the mirror, on 

undisturbed burial of barrow 21 contained an Attic black-
glazed kantharos, practically identical to the vessel from 
burial 1 of barrow 18 described earlier. Therefore, taking 
into account analogies from the Athenian Agora (Sparkes, 

should also be dated to the second quarter of the 4th 
century BC.

. A mirror from burial 3 of 
mound 2
equipped with an iron handle, but it apparently belongs 

part of the mound and was made in a catacomb with a 
stone foundation in the northern wall of the entrance 
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kantharos

 

burial of an adult (most likely a woman). The burial 

arm was extended along the body, while the right one 
was bent and placed on the pelvis, and the legs fell to 

outside the tomb, lay a clay spindle whorl. In addition 
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outside the wooden box: near the western wall, to the 

bone handle lay in a wooden bowl, of which wood decay 

A bronze mirror with an iron handle lay at the head 

disk is quite massive, cast, and 11 cm in diameter 

Along the inner surface, there is a narrow, low rim, two 
concentric circles engraved delicately, and a faint circle 
in the center. Apparently, the mirror originally had a 
bronze handle, cast together with the disk. This may be 
evidenced by the uneven, drawn-out edge of the mirror 

one broke. The iron handle is somewhat deformed. Its 

disk and fastened to the disk and to each other with 
iron rivets. The handle has a noticeable widening in the 
middle, and on the bottom, there is a vertical block. The 
handle is 13.0-13.5 cm long, and the width is 2 cm at 
the upper edge and 1 cm at the block. The primary burial 
of barrow 2 was dated based on four arrowheads of 

th century 

which contained a mirror and, according to the authors 
of the most recent publication, a more representative 
inventory, cannot be dated more precisely than the main 
one. Nevertheless, gold earrings with the image of a 
female deity, the closest analogies to which come from 

4th

2012, 523).
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in situ

Two other mirrors from the burial mound near the village 
of Butor (burial 2 of mound 4 and burial 2 of mound 8) 
distinguish themselves by their small size and were likely 
made initially as disks. Burial 2 of mound 8 near the 

sector of the mound and was made in a complex 

southwest - east-northeast line and was covered with 
wood, as evidenced by fragments of boards discovered 

the lower part of which was sunk into the bottom, where 
a posthole was discovered. The burial was looted in 
ancient times, and human bones (ribs, vertebrae, and 
phalanges) were found at various depths. The remains of 
two individuals were discovered at the bottom of the pit. 
Only the long leg bones of one adult were preserved in 
situ, lying along a west-southwest - east-northeast line, 
an argument in favor of a western (with a slight deviation 

second, and the ulna and radius bones of the hand were 

femurs, most likely comprising two bead bracelets on the 
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cattle, which lay in a completely decayed wooden bowl (?). 

dated to the second quarter of the 4th century BC based 
on the silver ring, as in burial 3 of mound 2, discussed 

Scythian burials, made simultaneously, were discovered 
under the mound of barrow 4 near the village of Butor. 
A funeral feast was found in the ditch, consisting of 

42-48). Lateral burial 2 was located in the southern part 
of the mound. A one-sided natural deposit adjoined the 
pit on the south and partially on the eastern sides. The 
rectangular pit with rounded edges was oriented along 
the west-east line. The skeleton lay in an outstretched 
position on its back, with the head to the west. The arms 
were extended along the body, and the legs were straight. 
The ulna and radius bones of the right hand, as well as 
the phalanges
preserved. The phalanges

pelvis and near the femur. The 
tibia and  of both legs, as well as both feet, were not 

vorvorka was 



107Mirrors from the 7th to the 4th centuries BC in the collection of the National Museum of History of Moldova: typology, chronology, and funerary contexts

found near the right shoulder, a pair of silver earrings 
were found near the temples, and fragments of a silver 
torque were found in the upper part of the chest, under 
the mandibula
buried woman, a black-lacquered cup and a clay spindle 
whorl were found. In the southwest corner and along the 

a humerus, and a radius from a horse, near which an iron 
knife with a bone handle was discovered. The fragments 

142), and out of them, 12 contained two-line englyphic 

funeral feast of barrow 4 at the Butor I burial ground was 

511). At the same time, V.I. Katz attributed the eponym 
Themist(okles) to the chronological group 5, subgroup A 

Conclusion and research perspectives

In the Danube region, from the Dniester basin to the 
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Themist(okles) 

Concluzii și perspective ale cercetării

Bukovina, the funerary assemblages containing mirrors 
were found exclusively under burial mounds, while in 
Transylvania and Pannonia, they were discovered in 

almost two thirds were found on the Lower Danube 

entered the Carpathian-Dniester region no earlier than 
the mid-7th century BC and are associated with the 
Early Scythian types, of Caucasian and possibly even 

th century BC, 

the Olbian-Borysthenes and Argive types, and already 

form started to spread out. Throughout the Classical and 

Greek models. Over time, from the Early Scythian to the 

female accessory, while in the Early Scythian period, they 
could be part of the inventory of male “warrior” burials. 

th-2nd centuries BC.
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akinakai

Furthermore, mirrors are among the few material culture 
elements that continue to accompany nomadic burials 
in the Late Scythian period of the 3rd-2nd centuries BC 
(unlike, for example, akinakai, animal style, or metal 
cauldrons).

a representative collection of mirrors originating 
from Scythian burials and Getic settlements in the 
northwestern Black Sea region, dated from the mid-7th 
century BC. The majority of the mirrors are of the Greek 
type and date from the late 5th and early 4th centuries BC. 

Fig. 10. Spread of the mirrors in burials: A - other Scythian 
burials of the North Pontic region (1 - Glinoe-Sad, bar. 11, b. 

B - topogram of the mirror in Scythian burials.



111Mirrors from the 7th to the 4th centuries BC in the collection of the National Museum of History of Moldova: typology, chronology, and funerary contexts

1 
2 

3 4 

5 

6 7 

8 9 10 



112 Oglinzi din secolele VII-IV a. Chr. din colecţia Muzeului Naţional de Istorie a Moldovei: tipologie, cronologie și contexte funerare

introduction of mirrors into barbarian society during the 

from the late 5th - early 4th centuries BC, the other from 
the second quarter of the 4th century BC, around the 
middle of the century. During this period, mirrors were 
invariably associated with the female subculture, and 
as a rule, were accompanied by an abundance of gold, 

associated with magical practices. The special status of 
mirrors in barbarian society is likely underscored by their 
special attitude towards them, as evidenced by prolonged 
use and signs of repair. Furthermore, in burials, mirrors 

and the complex dynamics of cultural interactions 
between Greek centers and the barbarian periphery of 
the Northern Black Sea region. Taken together, these 
materials allow us to reconstruct key processes of ancient 
society: exchange routes, mechanisms of elite formation, 
transformations in sacred practices, and the dynamics of 
subcultures. Clearly, mirrors, in this context, serve not as 
simple accessories or luxury items, but as essential tools 
for social and symbolic construction, shaping notions of 
status, power, and spirituality in barbarian communities 
of the Carpathian-Dniester region during the 7th-4th 
centuries BC.
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In future research, the following directions will be 
pursued: 1) the application of archaeometric XRF analyses 
to the mirrors in order to determine alloy compositions 
and to distinguish between imported objects and those 

analysis of the associated funerary inventories, with 
particular emphasis on Greek imports and so-called 
“atypical” objects, as potential indicators of social status, 
occupational roles, or symbolic functions (e.g. elites, 

methods (correspondence analysis, cluster analysis), 

ritual practices, customs, and recurrent patterns in the 
association of grave goods. 

In conclusion, the analysis of mirrors from the 7th-4th 
centuries BC highlights their long-term use, changing 
meanings, and strong association with female identity in 
the funerary practices of the Carpathian-Dniester region. 
Beyond their typological diversity and varied origins, 
mirrors emerge as socially and symbolically charged 

display, and ritual behavior within barbarian communities 
of the north and north-west of the Black Sea area.
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