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Cuvinte-cheie: podoabe, accesorii vestimentare, cetiti, elite, piese straine, tezaurizare.

Rezumat: Mobilitatea ideilor si a indivizilor a prilejuit vehicularea in spatiul est-carpatic a produselor provenite din regiuni diferite.
Nistrul a reprezentat, in acest sens, o artera importanta de patrundere si raspandire a bunurilor straine, fapt datorat elitelor
addpostite in centrele rezidentiale si cetatile bine intdrite din regiune. Articolul nostru trateaza retrospectiv istoria celor trei
tezaure, cunoscute in arealul fortificatiilor getice de pe malul Nistrului (Mateuti, Saharna Mare si Stroiesti), relevand mai multe
aspecte importante, precum structura ansamblurilor, raportata la registrul analogiilor si asocierilor; relatia dintre cetati si tezaure;
consideratii privind statutul social al posesorilor; semnificatia si momentul depunerii si altele. Cat priveste momentul ingroparii
pieselor, secventele cronologice ale tezaurizarii sunt aproape sincrone, gravitand cdtre a doua jumatate a sec. Il a. Chr,, cu
extensii clare chiar catre ultimul sfert al acestui veac. Acest interval de timp este garantat de relevanta cronologica, furnizata de
bratarile spiralice cu decor ofidian geometric si perechea de fibule de schema La Téne timpuriu, legate cu lant, datate in fazele
LT B2-C1.

Keywords: adornments, clothing items, fortifications, elites, foreign goods, hoarding.

Abstract: The mobility of ideas and individuals facilitated the circulation of products from different regions throughout the East-
Carpathian area. The Dniester River served as a major route for the emergence and distribution of foreign goods, a phenomenon
driven by the rise of elites sheltered within the residential centers and well-fortified hillforts of the region. Our article provides a
retrospective overview of the history of the three hoards discovered in the area of the Getic fortifications along the Dniester River
(Mateuti, Saharna Mare, and Stroiesti), highlighting several important aspects, such as the structure of the hoards in relation to
analogies and associations; the relationship between the fortifications and the hoards; considerations regarding the social status
of the owners; the significance and timing of the deposition; and others. Concerning the depositional timeframe, the chronological
horizons of these hoards appear nearly synchronous, gravitating toward the second half of the 3" century BC, with clear
extensions even into the final quarter of that century. This chronological horizon is confirmed by chronological relevance of the
spiral bracelets with geometric ophidian motifs and the pair Early La Téne brooches, linked by a chain, both dated to the LT B2-C1
phases.
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Pietas fundamentum est omnium virtutum
(Cicero, Pro Plancio, XII, 29)

In onoarea Profesorului Valeriu Sirbu

Introducere

Debutul fazei mijlocii a epocii La Téne marcheaza o
crestere vertiginoasa a numadrului de situri in spatiul
pruto-nistrean. Cercetarea lor a relevat existenta
unor retele de asezari, care a implicat in mod firesc
si o relatie ierarhicd dupa modelul centru - periferie.
in aceste conditii, conexiunea cu spatiile culturale
strdine prilejuia vehicularea de produse din regiuni
diferite. Nistrul a reprezentat o artera importanta
de patrundere si rdspandire a bunurilor strdine,

fapt datorat aparitiei elitelor adapostite in centrele
rezidentiale si cetdtile bine Tntdrite din regiune.
Prin urmare, nu ne surprinde faptul ca majoritatea
tezaurelor provin din acest bazin, fiind conectate

cu asezdrile fortificate sau descoperite tn imediata
apropiere de acestea (Munteanu, Bat, Zanoci 2020a;
Munteanu, Bat, Zanoci 2020b; Zanoci, Bat 2020).

Nu cunoastem care ar fi fost reactia comunitatii

la afisarea noilor piese, insa cu siguranta era una
revelatorie, afectivd si genera o tendinta de imitatie,
dupa cum nu putem exclude nici daruirea lor cdtre
unii membri merituosi si productivi, in scopul
coeziunii sociale. Astfel, consumul de obiecte strdine
trebuia sa fie unul reciproc avantajos pentru ambele
parti, menit sd Intareasca ierarhia. M. Rowlands
considerad, in acest sens, ca ceea ce este consumat
este mai putin important decat modul in care este

Pietas fundamentum est omnium virtutum
(Cicero, Pro Plancio, XIlI, 29)

In honor of Professor Valeriu Sirbu

Introduction

The beginning of the Middle La Tene period marks an
accelerating growth in the number of sites within the
Prut-Dniester area. Their research has revealed the
existence of settlement networks, which consequently
implied a hierarchical relationship based on the center-
periphery model. In this context, connections with foreign
cultural milieus facilitated the circulation of goods from
different regions. The Dniester River served as a major
route for the emergence and distribution of foreign
goods, a phenomenon driven by the rise of elites sheltered
within the residential centers and well-fortified hillforts
of the region. Therefore, it is not surprising that the
majority of hoards originate from this basin, being linked
to fortified settlements or discovered in their immediate
vicinity (Munteanu, Bat, Zanoci 2020a; Munteanu, Bat,
Zanoci 2020b; Zanoci, Bat 2020). We don't know how the
community would have reacted to the display of these
new items; yet it was undoubtedly revelatory and emotive,
fostering a tendency toward imitation; furthermore, we
cannot rule out that they were given as gifts to deserving
meritorious and productive members to strengthen social
cohesion. In this regard, M. Rowlands considers that what
is consumed is less important than the manner in which
it is consumed (Rowlands 1987, 5). At the same time,

the residential centers could also serve as places where
the significance of visual messages was revealed to the
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Fig. 1. Localizarea descoperirilor de piese de podoaba si accesorii vestimentare din a doua epoca a fierului in spatiul est-carpatic mentionate
n text (cu cercuri rosii sunt marcate cele trei tezaure din bazinul Nistrului de Mijloc).
Fig. 1. Location of the Late Iron Age adorments and clothing accessories in the East-Carpathian area mentioned in the text (red circles indicate

the three hoards from the Middle Dniester basin).

consumat (Rowlands 1987, 5). Totodatd, centrele
rezidentiale puteau fi si locuri in care semnificatia
mesajelor vizuale era relevata pentru cei initiati.
in cele din urma, acumularea, pastrarea si afisarea
pieselor este desavarsitd de tezaurizarea celor de
prestigiu, fenomenul fiind unul comun arealului

initiated. Ultimately, the accumulation, preservation, and
display of these items culminated with the hoarding of
prestige goods, a common phenomenon in the Eastern
Carpathians (fig. 1). This trajectory of the artifacts is even
considered an “exclusively late feature of the Getic culture
in the Eastern Carpathian region” (Mandescu 2010, 399).
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de la rasdrit de Carpati (fig. 1). Acest parcurs al
pieselor este considerat chiar un ,aspect exclusiv
tarziu al culturii getice din spatiul est-carpatic”
(Mandescu 2010, 399).

Urmadrind evidentierea trasdturilor regionale, ne vom
Tndrepta atentia cdtre cele trei tezaure, descoperite
n arealul fortificatiilor getice de pe malul Nistrului,
o regiune bine cunoscuta mediului comunitar si
stiintific. Doud tezaure au fost recuperate fortuit
(Mateuti si Stroiesti), iar al treilea a fost atestat

n timpul sapdturilor arheologice (Saharna Mare).
Pornind de la valoarea contextului arheologic,
relatia cu importantele cetdti din zond, dar si din
perspectiva semnificatiei asocierii pieselor, am
considerat oportun si judicios sd evidentiem cele trei
descoperiri prin prezentarea sintetica a contextului
arheologic si a structurii tezaurelor.

Date sintetice despre tezaure

Tezaurul de la Mateuti' a fost descoperit la
Tnceputul anului 1954 de cdtre agronomul A. Celpan
n timpul lucrarilor agricole. Conform informatiilor
disponibile, locul descoperirii tezaurului era
amplasat tn partea de nord a localitdtii omonime,

' Din perspectiva istoricd, descoperirea de la Mateuti prezintd unul
dintre primele tezaure de epocd La Téne apartinand spatiului pruto-
nistrean, atestate dupa incheierea celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial.
Totusi, trebuie sa remarcam faptul cd, in regiune, intdietatea pentru
aceasta secventa cronologica i revine descoperirii de la Bubuieci,
cunoscutd comunitatii stiintifice chiar de la inceputul secolului trecut
(OT4ets 1909, 14, Tabn. 1; Tallgren 1926, 156-158, fig. 92 s.a.). S-a
vehiculat ideea caracterului funerar al descoperirilor (a se vedea
Arndut, Ursu-Naniu 2000).

In order to highlight regional characteristics, we will
focus our attention on the three hoards discovered within
the area of the Getic fortifications on the banks of the
Dniester, a region well known to the public and scientific
communities. Two of these hoards were recovered
fortuitously (Mateuti and Stroiesti), while the third was
documented during archaeological excavations (Saharna
Mare). Given the value of the archaeological context,

the relationship with the important nearby fortifications,
and the significance of the objects’ association, we have
deemed it appropriate and judicious to highlight these three
discoveries by providing a synthetic presentation of their
archaeological context and the structure of the hoards.

An overview about hoards

The Mateuti hoard' was discovered in early 1954 by
agronomist A. Celpan during agricultural works. According
to the available information, the findspot was located

in the northern part of the homonymous village, at the
edge of a forest. Although the archaeological potential

in the surrounding area was less known at the time, this
region was previously recognized for its circular enclosure
(Condrea 2023, 41, fig. 12), later identified in the scholarly
literature as the Mateuti “La Santuri” fortification, dated
to the 4"-3r centuries BC (Kasuba, Haheu, Levitki 2000,
72-75; Zanoci, Bat 2023, 281-282). The documentation of

'In historical terms, the Mateuti find represents one of the first La Téne
hoards documented in the Prut-Dniester area after the end of the Second
World War. Regarding the regional context, it should be noted that the
priority for this chronological sequence belongs to the Bubuieci deposit,
which has been known to the scientific community since the beginning

of the last century (Ot4eTsb 1909, 14, Tabn. 1; Tallgren 1926, 156-158,
fig. 92 etc.). It has been hypothesized that the finds might have a funerary
character (see Arnaut, Ursu-Naniu 2000).
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la marginea unei paduri. Desi, la acel moment,
potentialul arheologic din proximitate era mai
putin cunoscut, in zond se stia deja despre existenta
unei incinte circulare (Condrea 2023, 41, fig. 12),
individualizatd ulterior in literatura de specialitate
sub denumirea de fortificatia de la Mateuti ,La
Santuri”, datatd in sec. IV-III a. Chr. (Kasuba, Haheu,
Levitki 2000, 72-75; Zanoci, Bat 2023, 281-282).
Din documentarea contextului arheologic reiese

cd piesele care formau tezaurul au fost atestate

la 0 adancime relativ micad, de cca 0,40 m. Sunt
recuperate, astfel, in total, sapte piese: un colan din
argint (fig. 2/1), trei bratari din argint (fig. 2/5-7) si
trei verigi, dintre care una din aur (fig. 2/2) si doua
din argint (fig. 2/3, 4) (Bat, Zanoci, Cojocari 2019,
302-311).

Colanul din argint (fig. 2/1) se evidentiaza in
structura tezaurului de la Mateuti. Piesa este
deterioratd, fiind rupta tn doua parti. Contextul
manipuldrii care a condus la degradarea piesei
ramane a fi Tnsd necunoscut. Observatiile tafonomice
si caracterul rupturii ne fac tnsa sa presupunem ca
acest lucru s-ar fi putut intdmpla in timpul scoaterii
piesei de la purtdtor sau in preajma depunerii
tezaurului®. Piesa este decoratd la ambele terminatii.
ingrosarea capetelor si decorarea lor cu elemente
geometrice le confera un aspect ofidian distinct.

O alta trasdturd particulara a tezaurului de la
Mateuti este conferita de bratdrile spiralice
(fig. 2/6, 7). Sarma din argint a fost rdsucitd astfel,

2Nu excludem nici versiunea unei deteriordri recente a piesei la
momentul descoperirii.

the archaeological context reveals that the items forming
the hoard were recorded at a relatively shallow depth

of approximately 0.40 m. Thus, a total of seven items
were recovered: one silver neklace (fig. 2/1), three silver
bracelets (fig. 2/5-7), and three temple rings, of which one
is gold (fig. 2/2) and two are silver (fig. 2/3, 4) (Bat, Zanoci,
Cojocari 2019, 302-311).

The silver necklace (fig. 2/1) stands out within the structure
of the Mateuti hoard. The item is damaged, having

been broken into two parts. However, the context of the
manipulation that led to the item’s degradation remains
unknown. Taphonomic observations and the nature of the
crack led us to assume that this could have occurred while
removing the item from the wearer or close to the time of
the hoard’s deposition?. The piece of jewelry is decorated
is decorated at both ends. The distinctive ophidian
appearance is due to the thickened terminals and their
geometric patterns.

Another distinctive feature of the Mateuti hoard is provided
by the spiral bracelets (fig. 2/6, 7). The silver wire was
coiled to form several spirals. In both cases, the jewelry
craftsman designed the pieces with ophidian terminals.
Consequently, the ends were flattened by hammering and
subsequently decorated with stylized geometric motifs,
similar to those applied to the terminals of the necklace. It
should be noted that one spiral bracelet has been preserved
intact, while the second item is broken into four pieces of
unequal length, likely dating back to antiquity. The hoard
also contains a bracelet with overlapping ends, devoid of
any decoration (fig. 2/5).

2\We do not exclude the possibility of recent damage to the item at the
moment of its discovery.
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Fig. 2. Tezaurul de la Mateuti (dupa Bat, Zanoci, Cojocari 2019).
Fig. 2. The Mateuti hoard (after Bat, Zanoci, Cojocari 2019).
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ncat si formeze mai multe spire. In ambele cazuri,
mesterul orfevru a proiectat piesele cu terminatii
ofidiene. Drept urmare, capetele au fost aplatizate
prin batere, ulterior acestea fiind decorate cu motive
geometrice stilizate, similare celor aplicate pe
terminatiile colanului. Trebuie mentionat faptul ca
o brdtara spiralicd s-a pdstrat integral, in timp ce al
doilea exemplar este rupt n patru bucati de lungimi
inegale, probabil, incd din vechime. In tezaur apare
si o brdtard cu capetele petrecute, lipsita de orice
decor (fig. 2/5).

in inventarul pastrat al tezaurului sunt cunoscute
trei verigi (fig. 2/2-4). In pofida unei eterogenitati
terminologice vehiculate in literatura de specialitate,
asupra cdreia nu vom insista aici, retinem doar
faptul ca aceste piese erau podoabe pentru par. Din
punct de vedere tipologic, putem afirma ca toate
exemplarele de la Mateuti au avut capetele sub
forma unor terminatii conice, tnsd, probabil, urmare
a uzurii, acestea s-au rotunjit. De reguld, verigile se
purtau in pereche, asa cum dovedesc descoperirile
de la Bunesti (Bazarciuc 1981, 565, fig. 3). In ceea

ce priveste raportarea lor la zona tamplelor, acest
lucru este confirmat de contextele bine documentate
din necropola de la Hlinaia (TensHoB, YeTBepukoB,
Cunnka 2016, 642, puc. 362/7-8 s.a.).

Tezaurul de la Saharna Mare. Locatia gdzduieste
una dintre cele mai importante asezari fortificate din
a doua epoca a fierului din spatiul pruto-nistrean.
Aflata Tn centrul unei aglomerarii de situri, cetatea

The preserved inventory of the hoard also includes

three temple rings (fig. 2/2-4). Despite a terminological
heterogeneity present in the scholarly literature - which
we will not discuss here - the essential point remains
that these objects served as hair adornments. From a
typological perspective, we can propose that all the items
from Mateuti originally had conical ends, but these have
likely become rounded over time. Generally, these temple
rings were worn in pairs, as evidenced by the discoveries
from Bunesti (Bazarciuc 1981, 565, fig. 3). Their
association with the temple area is confirmed by well-
documented contexts from the Hlinaia necropolis (TenbHos,
YeTBepukos, CuHuka 2016, 642, puc. 362/7-8 etc.).

The Saharna Mare hoard. The site location hosts

one of the most important Late Iron Age fortification

in the Prut-Dniester area. Located at the center of a
cluster of sites, the hillfort functioned as a residential
center and was an important element in the regional
hierarchy. Identified shortly after the end of the Second
World War, the site has benefited from a consistent and
long-standing history of archaeological research ever
since its discovery in 1946. Consequently, the research
reveals a rich assemblage of artifacts originating from
diverse cultural environments, primarily consisting of
Hellenistic amphoral imports. The construction of an
imposing defensive system most likely began in the early
decades of the 4" century BC (Bat, Zanoci 2021, 28-

30), with continuing landscape changes throughout that
century. This community effort coincides - absolutely not
accidentally — with the increase in the number of “foreign’
goods documented in the area. Thus, the discovery of

»



Fashion and identity around Late Iron Age fortifications in the Middle Dniester area 145

avea rol de centru rezidential, fiind un element
important in ierarhia regionald. Repertoriat la scurt
timp dupad incheierea celui de-al Doilea Razboi
Mondial, situl a beneficiat chiar din momentul
descoperirii (1946) de un consistent si longeviv
istoric al cercetdrilor arheologice. Drept urmare,
datele obtinute releva o bogata colectie de piese
provenite din diverse medii culturale, cu precadere
importuri amforice elenistice. Edificarea unui
impunadtor sistem defensiv a Tnceput, dupd toate
probabilitdtile, in primele decenii ale sec. IV a. Chr.
(Bat, Zanoci 2021, 28-30), modificarea peisajului
continuand pe tot parcursul veacului. Acest efort
comunitar coincide, deloc Intdmplator, cu cresterea
numadrului de piese ,strdine” atestate n zona. Astfel,
descoperirea unui tezaur in proximitatea asezdrii de
la Saharna Mare era doar o chestiune de timp.

Chiar din start, trebuie sa mentionam ca istoria
tezaurului de la Saharna Mare reprezinta unul
dintre ,exceptiile fericite” ale arheologiei moderne,
cand descoperiri de acest tip sunt realizate de catre
arheologi In timpul si ca urmare a investigatiilor

in teren. Tezaurul a fost identificat in anul 2010, in
faza pregatirii suprafetei sitului pentru campania
de prospectiuni geofizice. Ansamblul de piese a fost
reperat Tn incinta cetdtii, la o distanta de cca 35 m
de linia defensiva de pe latura de est. Adancimea
maxima de descoperire a pieselor este de 0,20 m
(fig. 3). Din observatiile stratigrafice disponibile in
documentatia de sdpaturd reiese clar cd piesele au
fost gasite grupate pe o suprafata de cca 1 m2. Astfel,
bratarile, o verigad si toate mdrgelele din chihlimbar
(fig. 4/1, 3, 6-21) au fost atestate in aceeasi unitate

Fig. 3. Contextul descoperirii tezaurului de la Saharna Mare
(foto S. Matveev).

Fig. 3. The context of the discovery of the Saharna Mare hoard
(photo by S. Matveev).

a hoard in the proximity of the Saharna Mare site was
merely a matter of time.

Right from the start, it must be noted that the history
of the Saharna Mare hoard represents one of the
“happy exceptions” in modern archaeology, in which
the recovery of the artifacts is made by archaeologists
during and as a result of field investigations. The hoard
was identified in 2010, while the site’s surface was
being prepared for a geophysical survey campaign. The
hoard assemblage was spotted within the fortification
enclosure, at a distance of approximately 35 m from
the defensive line on the eastern side. The items were
recovered from a maximum depth of 0.20 m (fig. 3). The
stratigraphic observations available in the excavation
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Fig. 4. Tezaurul de la Saharna Mare (dupa Niculita et al. 2011).
Fig. 4. The Saharna Mare hoard (after Niculita et al. 2011).
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stratigraficd (fig. 3/A). Din proximitatea ei au fost
recuperare restul pieselor din structura tezaurului:

o pereche de verigi (fig. 4/4, 5), de la o distantd de
aproximativ 1,0 m (fig. 3/B), si o aplica (fig. 4/2),

de la o distantd de aproximativ 0,50 m (fig. 3/C).
Desi la nivelul descoperirii au mai fost identificate
peste 100 de fragmente de vase specifice culturii
getice, acestea din urma nu par sa fie asociate unei
structuri arheologice, fiind, mai degrabd, anterioare
depunerii, fapt dovedit si de existenta altor artefacte
1n nivelul inferior. Prin urmare, din punct de vedere
stratigrafic, momentul depunerii tezaurului de la
Saharna Mare poate fi juxtapus unei faze tarzii din
istoria asezdrii de pe promontoriu. Alte rationamente
privind contextul arheologic si secventa cronologica
corespondenta vor putea fi formulate doar cu ocazia
extinderii cercetdrilor in aceastd zond a sitului.

Dupd cum se poate observa, structura tezaurului
de la Saharna Mare este in totalitate reprezentata
de piese de podoaba: o bratara spiralica din argint
(fig. 4/1), o bratara din bronz (?) de tip nchis

(fig. 4/6), trei verigi din argint (fig. 4/3-5), o aplica
din argint (fig. 4/2) si cel putin 25 de margele

din chihlimbar. La momentul descoperirii, starea
de conservare a acestora din urmad era diferita,

15 pastrandu-se intregi (fig. 4/7-21), iar restul
fiind recuperate n stare fragmentara (fig. 5).
Perforarea transversald a margelelor, concentrarea
lor Intr-un spatiu restrans, precum si faptul ca
fusesera descoperite in grupuri de cite doud sau
trei, confirmad ipoteza ca acestea formau un colier
aspectuos pand la momentul depunerii (fig. 11).

documentation clearly indicate that the artifacts were
found clustered together over an area of approximately
1 m2 Thus, the bracelets, one temple ring, and all the
amber beads (fig. 4/1, 3, 6-21) were documented within
the same stratigraphic unit (fig. 3/A). The other items of
the hoard were recovered from its proximity: a pair of
temple rings (fig. 4/4, 5) at a distance of approximately
1.0 m (fig. 3/B), and an appliqué (fig. 4/2) at a distance
of about 0.50 m (fig. 3/C). Despite the presence of over
100 pottery sherds specific to the Getic culture within
the discovery layer, they do not appear to be associated
with an archaeological structure; rather, they are likely
prior to the deposition, as further evidenced by the
presence of other artifacts in the lower level. Therefore,
from a stratigraphic perspective, the deposition of

the Saharna Mare hoard can be linked to a late phase

in the history of the promontory settlement. Further
conclusions regarding the archaeological context and the
corresponding chronological sequence can only be drawn
once research is expanded in this area of the site.

As it can be seen, the Saharna Mare hoard consists
entirely of adornments: a silver spiral bracelet (fig. 4/1),
a closed-type bronze (?) bracelet (fig. 4/6), three silver
temple rings (fig. 4/3-5), a silver appliqué (fig. 4/2), and
at least 25 amber beads. The state of preservation of
the latter was uneven upon discovery: 15 beads remained
whole (fig. 4/7-21), while the others were recovered

as fragments (fig. 5). Their transverse perforation,
tight spatial distribution, and the fact that they were
discovered in small groups of two or three confirm the
hypothesis that they composed an elaborate necklace
until its deposition (fig. 11).

147
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Fig. 5. Secventa din timpul descoperirii
pieselor din chihlimbar ale tezaurului de
la Saharna Mare (foto S. Matveev).

Fig. 5. Sequence during the discovery of
the amber artifacts from the Saharna Mare
hoard (photo by S. Matveev).

in virtutea analogiei foarte apropiate cu una dintre
descoperirile de la Mateuti, nota de originalitate

a tezaurului de la Saharna Mare este conferita de
brdtard multispiralica din argint (fig. 4/1). Siin
acest caz, terminatiile piesei au fost aplatizate prin
batere si decorate in acelasi registru geometric.
Ulterior, mesterul a modelat sdrma din argint prin
rasucire, incat si formeze patru spire. In acest mod,
prin descoperirea celui de-al doilea exemplar se
prefigureaza un model de bratard dorit de elitele
regiunii. De fapt, tematica ofidiand este relevatd si
de ornamentul de tip snurat, gravat pe marginea
exterioard a celei de-a doua bratari din structura
tezaurului. Aspectul si modul de realizare a decorului
snurat ne aminteste de motivul solzilor de sarpe.

Owing to the very close analogy to one of the finds
from Mateuti, the multispiral silver bracelet represents
the most original element of the Saharna Mare hoard
(fig. 4/1). In this case as well, the ends were flattened by
hammering and decorated in the same geometric style.
In this way, the craftsman twisted the silver wire to form
four coils. Thus, the discovery of this second example
suggests a bracelet design craved by the region’s elites.
In fact, the ophidian theme is also revealed by the cord-
like ornament engraved on the outer edge of the second
bracelet in the hoard. The appearance and execution of
the cord-like decoration remind us of the snake scales
pattern.



in cazul verigilor cu capetele conice, cele de la
Saharna Mare au fost lucrate dintr-o sarma de
argint mai subtire decdt exemplarele de la Mateuti.
Totodatd, le diferentiaza si modul de dispunere

a terminatiilor, care sunt petrecute una pe langa
cealalta.

Istoria descoperirii tezaurului de la Stroiesti
corespunde fenomenului de masa al detectiilor
neautorizate, care afecteaza patrimoniul arheologic,
lipsindu-1 de contexte bine verificate si de asocierea
cu alte descoperiri, pe care cdutdtorii de antichitati
le considera ,mai putin relevante”. Altfel spus,
primele informatii despre existenta unui lot de
obiecte metalice extrase din zona sitului Stroiesti
ajung la arheologi in anul 2018. La scurt timp,

S. Fidelski documenteazd piesele din tezaur, fara

a reusi insa sd obtind custodia asupra acestora.
Cercetarea contextului descoperirii arata ca

piesele au fost extrase din incinta citadelei din
varful promontoriului, ,sdpatorii” 1asand in urma
lor gropite cu adancimea maximad de 0,50 m. S-a
Tnaintat chiar ipoteza ca tezaurul a fost ingropat,
cel mai probabil, intr-o amenajare cu structuri din
piatrd din mica incintd (dupenbcxuin 2021, 207-
208). Mai trebuie mentionat si faptul ca situl de la
Stroiesti nu a beneficiat de cercetari arheologice
intruzive. Desi locatia are o pozitie dominantd si
strategicd, cu un enorm potential de vizibilitate,
situl a fost descoperit abia la Tnceputul anilor "80
ai secolului trecut. fn 2007, zona a fost prospectata
cu ocazia Intocmirii repertoriilor arheologice de
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Regarding the rings with conical ends, those from
Saharna Mare were crafted from a thinner silver

wire than the objects from Mateuti. They are also
distinguished by the arrangement of their ends, which
overlap each other.

The story of the discovery of the Stroiesti hoard
corresponds to the widespread phenomenon of
unauthorized excavations, which threatens the
archaeological heritage by depriving it of well-verified
contexts and associations with other finds that antiquity
hunters consider “less relevant”. In other words, the first
reports regarding a batch of metal objects extracted
from the Stroiesti site area reached archaeologists in
2018. Shortly thereafter, S. Fidelski documented the
items from the hoard, but he was unable to obtain legal
custody over them. An investigation into the discovery
context revealed that the pieces had been extracted from
within the citadel at the top of the promontory, where the
“diggers” left behind pits up to 0.50 m deep. It has even
been hypothesized that the hoard was likely deposited
within a feature containing stone structures located in
the small enclosure (Pupenbckuin 2021, 207-208). It
should also be mentioned that no intrusive archaeological
research has been conducted at the Stroiesti site to date.
Despite its dominant and strategic position with a high
visibility potential, the site remained undetected until

the early 1980s. In 2007, the area was surveyed during
the data acquisition campaign for the archaeological
registers of the left bank of the Dniester. The remains

of the defensive system were thus documented, while

the intra muros area yielded pottery sherds specific to
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pe malul stang al Nistrului. Au fost documentate,
astfel, vestigiile sistemului defensiv, iar din spatiul
intra muros au fost recuperate fragmente ceramice
specifice perioadei getice din sec. IV-IIT a. Chr.
(®upenbcxuin 2017, 53-56, 63).

Chiar din startul analizei tezaurului, trebuie sa
tinem cont ca nu dispunem de date credibile privind
materialul din care au fost confectionate piesele
componente. Urmare a studiului vizual realizat tn
baza fotografiilor, este avansata ipoteza ca o parte
dintre piese au fost confectionate din bronz, altele -
din argint (dupenscxunn 2020, 108). Revenind

la contextul descoperirii, s-a stabilit ca tezaurul

era compus din noud piese metalice: trei bratari
spiralice, o pereche de fibule, o pereche de cercei, un
inel si un lant. De asemenea, se cunoaste faptul ca
toate piesele au fost depuse intr-un vas modelat cu
mana, de la care s-a pastrat doar partea inferioara
(fig. 6).

Dupa cum se poate observa, tezaurul de la

Stroiesti nu face exceptie de la cutuma depunerilor
bratdrilor spiralice in regiunea Nistrului de Mijloc,
ele reprezentand elementul constant si unificator
n cadrul acestor practici (fig. 7/3-5). Una dintre
bratarile de la Stroesti are terminatiile bine
individualizate prin decorul geometric, asemanadtor
cu piesele de la Mateuti si Saharna Mare. Difera
doar maniera de realizare a zonei orbitale, mesterul
redand doud proeminente afrontate (fig. 7/5).

Nu putem nsa stabili cu certitudine aspectul
capetelor pentru celelalte doud bratari spiralice.
Documentarea fotografica disponibila confirma doar

Fig. 6. Tezaurul de la Stroiesti la scurt timp dupa descoperire
(dupa dupenvcxuin 2020).

Fig. 6. The Stroiesti hoard shortly after its discovery

(after ®umenbckuii 2020).

the Getic period of the 4"-3" centuries BC (Ouaenbckuii
2017, 53-56, 63).

From the very beginning of the analysis of the hoard,

it should be noted that no credible data is available
concerning the material composition of the artifacts.
Following a visual study based on photographs, it is
hypothesized that some of the items were crafted from
bronze, while others were made of silver (Pugenbckuin
2020, 108). Returning to the discovery context, it was
established that the hoard consisted of nine metal
artifacts: three spiral bracelets, a pair of brooches, a pair



Fashion and identity around Late Iron Age fortifications in the Middle Dniester area 151

Fig. 7. Tezaurul de la Stroiesti (dupa ®upenvcxkuit 2020 si Punensckuin 2021).
Fig. 7. The Stroiesti hoard (after ®ugenbckuit 2020 and Oupenbckuin 2021).
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faptul cd ambele aveau capetele decorate cu simple
incizii geometrice.

Aspectul general al celor doud exemplare de cercei
(fig. 7/1, 2) este foarte apropiat de cel al verigilor
de la Mateuti. Totusi, capetele subtiate ale cerceilor
sunt prevazute cu carlige, care aveau rolul unui
sistem simplu de inchidere.

Din punct de vedere structural, in cazul de la
Stroiesti se desprinde un nou pattern al selectiei
pieselor ingropate, si anume prezenta fibulelor de
schemad La Tene timpuriu. Remarcam si faptul ca
cele doud exemplare sunt aproape identice® si s-au
pastrat intregi, foarte bine conservate (fig. 7/7, 8).
Resortul lor este bilateral, fiind compus din sase
spire (cate trei de fiecare parte), cu coarda exterioara
(fara ax). Piciorul este, practic, lipit de arc, fard sa
fie atasat de acesta. In partea de mijloc, piciorul
este decorat cu o sferd alungita de dimensiuni
mici, iar capdtul este aplatizat, avand un decor
trilobat (asemdndtor unui trident). Insolita este si
descoperirea lantului (fig. 7/9), care, probabil, era
folosit la legarea fibulelor intre ele. Se estimeazd cd
ar fi avut lungimea desfasurata de cca 50 cm.

incheiem descrierea contextului de la Stroiesti cu
prezentarea inelului (fig. 7/6), o piesa de podoaba
mai rar documentatad in siturile de habitat din
regiunea cercetatd. Acesta are veriga ruptd, care se
Tngroasa spre zona de jonctiune cu platoul. Zona

3 Tn baza analizei vizuale, existd o banuiald rezonabili ci fibulele de la
Stroiesti au fost confectionate din argint.

of earrings, a ring, and a chain. It is also known that all
the objects were deposited in a handmade vessel, with
only its lower part being preserved (fig. 6).

As it can be observed, the Stroiesti hoard is no exception
to the custom of depositing spiral bracelets in the
Middle Dniester region; they represent the constant
and unifying element of these practices (fig. 7/3-5).
One of the bracelets from Stroiesti has its terminals
clearly individualized by geometric decoration, similar
to the pieces from Mateuti and Saharna Mare. The only
difference lies in the treatment of the orbital region,
where the craftsman fashioned two protrusions facing
each other (fig. 7/5). However, we cannot establish
with certainty the appearance of the ends for the

other two spiral bracelets. The available photographic
documentation only confirms that both pieces had their
terminals decorated with simple geometric incisions.

The general shape of the two earrings (fig. 7/1, 2) is very
similar to that of the rings from Mateuti. However, the
tapered ends of the earrings are equipped with hooks,
which functioned as a simple fastening system.

Structurally, the Stroiesti find reveals a new selection
pattern for hoarding practices, specifically characterized
by the inclusion of Early La Tene brooches. It is also
noteworthy that the two items are nearly identical®

and have been preserved whole, in a very good state of
conservation. Their spring is bilateral, composed of six
coils (three on each side), with an external chord (without

>Based on the visual analysis, it is reasonably suspected that the brooches
from Stroiesti are made of silver.



platoului este de forma ovalg, fiind decoratad integral
cu elemente poansonate.

Moda si identitate pe terasele Nistrului

Nota particulard a tezaurelor descoperite in
bazinul Nistrului rezida in faptul ca structura
acestora este predominatd in mod clar de obiecte
de podoaba si piese vestimentare. Desi nu aveau o
compozitie standardizata, este foarte probabil ca
intentia si ratiunea selectiei celor care au depus
piesele erau dirijate de sentimentul ,valorii de
raritate”, alimentat de cultura materiala strdina
(Brandt 2010, 57). Astfel, accesul la obiectele
strdine si cunostintele ezoterice imprima
fenomenului anumite tendinte de standardizare.
La un moment dat, aceastd trasdturd a determinat
chiar individualizarea unei grupe est-carpatice

a tezaurelor, in care sunt asociate bratdrile
plurispiralice, verigile cu terminatiile conice

si fibulele de schema tracica (Mandescu 2010,
383-387). Relevanta tipologica si cronologica

a descoperirilor recente din bazinul Nistrului
completeazd tabloul general al orizontului de
tezaure din spatiul est-carpatic. Ne referim tn mod
special la piesele de tip La Téne, care incep sa-si
faca tot mai simtita prezenta In aceasta regiune: pe
de o parte, datorita reevaluarii informatiilor vechi,
pe de alta parte, sub presiunea noilor descoperiri.
Situatia nu pare a fi deloc una accidentald, Nistrul
reprezentand o artera importantd in raspandirea
obiectelor provenite din diferite medii culturale.
Un alt specific al structurii tezaurelor din bazinul
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an axis). The stem is practically pressed against the bow,
without being attached to it. The mid-section of the stem
is decorated with a small, elongated globular element,
whereas the extremity is flattened and terminates in a
trilobed motif (suggestive of a trident). Another unusual
find is the chain (fig. 7/9), which was likely used to fasten
the brooches together. Its total length when unfolded is
estimated at approx. 50 cm.

We conclude the description of the Stroiesti context with
the presentation of the ring (fig. 7/6), an adornment that
is more rarely documented in the habitat sites of the
researched region. It has a broken hoop, which thickens
towards the junction with the plate. The plate area is
oval-shaped and fully decorated with punched elements.

Fashion and identity on the Dniester terraces

The distinctive feature of the hoards discovered in the
Dniester basin is defined by the fact that their structure
is clearly dominated by adornment items and clothing
accessories. Although they do not have a standardized
composition, it is highly probable that the intention and
reason behind the selection made by those who deposited
the items were driven by a value of “rarity,” generated by
foreign material culture (Brandt 2010, 57). Thus, access
to foreign objects and esoteric knowledge imposes
certain standardization tendencies to the phenomenon.
At one point, this feature even led to the individualization
of an East-Carpathian group of hoards, characterized

by the association of multispiral bracelets, temple rings
with conical ends, and Thracian-type brooches (Mandescu
2010, 383-387). The typological and chronological
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Nistrului este redat de absenta pieselor monetare?,
chiar daca pierderea acestei unicitdti regionale
reprezintd, in opinia noastrd, o evolutie fireasca a
cercetdrii.

*kk

Privite in ansamblu, piesele de port si de podoaba
din tezaurele din zona Nistrului formeazd, in fiecare
caz aparte, cate o garniturd complexa. In aceste
circumstante, ideea ca ansamblurile apartineau
unei singure persoane, fiind bunuri individuale, se
dovedeste a fi extrem de sustenabila (Spanu 1998,
47). La Mateuti, setul este alcatuit din obiecte care
se purtau In jurul gatului, la tncheietura mainii, pe
brat sau la glezna, fixate sau atarnate de urechi,
precum si accesorii pentru pdr. Ansamblul de

piese de podoaba de la Saharna Mare are, practic,
aceeasi destinatie, eventual, cu exceptia aplicei,
care poate fi interpretatd si ca un accesoriu
vestimentar. Unicitatea contextului este desdvarsitad
si de caracterul nemetalic al colierului. In general,
margele de chihlimbar sunt o categorie de artefacte
Tntalnite destul de rar in siturile din a doua epoca

a fierului in spatiul pruto-nistrean. Cat priveste
garnitura de la Stroiesti, aceasta se remarca prin
perechea de agrafe legate intre ele, foarte probabil,
prin intermediul unui lant. Notabila este prezenta
unui obiect de podoaba care se purta pe deget.

+In spatiul dintre Prut si Nistru tezaure monetare sincrone au fost
atestate la Larguta (Hynensman 1969; Vilcu 2014) si Stolniceni
(TeBurckmit 1999). In structura lor se regisesc si piese de podoabd,
precum doud colane din aur cu capete zoomorfe si, respectiv, o bratara
multispiralica din bronz.

significance of recent finds in the Dniester basin further
updates the general framework of the hoard horizon in
the East-Carpathian region. We refer particularly to the
La Tene finds, which are becoming increasingly prevalent
in this region: on the one hand, due to a reevaluation

of older data, and on the other, as a result of new
discoveries. The circumstances suggest that the situation
does not seem at all unusual, as the Dniester represented
a major artery for the spreading of objects originating
from diverse cultural environments. Another distinctive
feature of the hoard structures in the Dniester basin

is the absence of coins*, even though the loss of this
regional uniqueness represents, in our opinion, a usual
outcome of ongoing research.

k%

In general, the clothing and adornment items from the
Dniester region hoards constitute, in each individual case,
a complex assemblage. Under these circumstances, the
idea that the ensembles belonged to a single individual,
as personal goods, seems to be extremely sustainable
(Spanu 1998, 47). The Mateuti batch consists of items
worn around the neck, on the wrist, on the arm, or at the
ankle, fastened to or suspended from the ears, as well

as hair accessories. The set of adornment items from
Saharna Mare serves practically the same purpose, with
the possible exception of the appliqué, which can also be
interpreted as a clothing accessory. The uniqueness of the
context is enhanced by the necklace’s nonmetallic nature.

“In the region between the Prut and Dniester rivers, contemporary coin
hoards have been documented at Larguta (Hynensman 1969; Vilcu 2014)
and Stolniceni (JleBuHckuii 1999). They also include adornment items,
such as two gold necklaces with zoomorphic ends and, respectively, a
multispiral bronze bracelet.
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Tipul spiralic al podoabelor ramane Tnsa varietatea
dominanta in structura celor trei tezaure (fig. 8).
Aceasta afinitate morfo-tipologica este completata si
de registrul geometric al decorului de pe terminatiile
pieselor. Din punct de vedere semiotic, se considera
cd aspectul spiralic al artefactelor si modul de
decorare al capetelor, de altfel, ca si decorul snurat,
reflectd o tematicd ofidiand, asupra cdreia vom
reveni mai jos. De fapt, acest tip de accesoriu devine
un obiect de podoaba omniprezent in contextul
fortificatiilor importante din spatiul est-carpatic,
care se atesta in contexte bine documentate, precum
cele de la Bunesti (Bazarciuc 1981, fig. 4/1, 2;
Bazarciuc 1983, fig. 19/9; 22/1, 2; Bazarciuc 1983-
1984, pl. V), Stolniceni ,Cetate” (JleBuHckuit 1999,
puc. 1/1), Poiana (Teodor, Nicu, Tau 1997, fig. 1; 2).
Moda lor are un caracter supraregional si acultural,
piese cu analogii foarte apropiate regasindu-se
printre bunurile funerare din inmormantdrile
tumulare din zona istro-pontica: Telita (Simion,
Cantacuzino 1962, 379, fig. 5/16, 17), Enisala (Simion
1977, 71, pl. X1/d), Derbent, Hradeshka, Mresnota
Moghila (Redina 2005, fig. 1/2; OctpoBepxoB, PennHa
2013, puc. 100/17, 19, 21), Ismail (AHnpyx, YepHoB
1990, 156, puc. 2/12). Un numdr impresionant

de bratari spiralice cu terminatii ofidiene au fost
depuse in amenajdrile funerare ale necropolei

de la Hlinaia, pe malul stang al Nistrului. De aici
provin, cel putin, 14 exemplare cu analogii relevante
(TenbHoB, YeTBepnkoB, Cunuka 2016, puc. 33/3,
4;68/12,15; 74/12, 13; 115/1; 117/9, 13; 128/5-8;
196/6-9; 252/4, 5; 258/1; 292/14, 15; 323/14; 358/16,
20; TenbHoB, CuHuka 2018, puc. 6/5, 6). Dupd cum
mentionam cu altd ocazie, la momentul publicarii

In general, amber beads are relatively rare findings at
Late Iron Age sites in the Prut-Dniester area. In the case
of the Stroiesti set, a pair of brooches stands out; they
are linked together, most likely by means of a chain.
Notable is the presence of an adornment item worn on
the finger.

However, the spiral type of adornments remains the
dominant variety in the structure of the three hoards
(fig. 8). The geometric register of the decoration on

the items’ terminals also complements this morpho-
typological affinity. From a semiotic perspective, it is
considered that the spiral shape of the artifacts and

the decoration of their ends - as well as the corded
decoration - reflect an ophidian theme, which we will
discuss further below. In fact, this type of accessory
becomes an omnipresent ornament in the area of
prominent fortifications in the Eastern Carpathian region,
attested in well-documented contexts, such as those

at Bunesti (Bazarciuc 1981, fig. 4/1, 2; Bazarciuc 1983,
fig. 19/9; 22/1, 2; Bazarciuc 1983-1984, pl. V), Stolniceni
“Cetate” (NleBuHckuid 1999, puc. 1/1), Poiana (Teodor,
Nicu, Tau 1997, fig. 1; 2). Their style is supra-regional
and cross-cultural; items with very close parallels can

be found among the grave goods from tumulus burials
in the Istro-Pontic area: Telita (Simion, Cantacuzino
1962, 379, fig. 5/16, 17), Enisala (Simion 1977, 71,

pl. XI/d), Derbent, Hradeshka, Mresnota Moghila (Redina
2005, fig. 1/2; OctpoBepxo., PeguHa 2013, puc. 100/17,
19, 21), Ismail (Angpyx, Yepros 1990, 156, puc. 2/12).

A significant number of spiral bracelets with ophidian
terminals were deposited in the funerary features of the
Hlinaia necropolis, on the left bank of the Dniester. At
least 14 items with relevant analogies originate from this
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Fig. 8. Bratari multispiralice cu terminatii ofidiene (dupd Bat, Zanoci, Cojocari 2019 si ®upenbcxwnit 2021).
Fig. 8. Multispiral bracelets with ophidian terminals (after Bat, Zanoci, Cojocari 2019 and ®ugenbckuii 2021).



Fashion and identity around Late Iron Age fortifications in the Middle Dniester area

integrale a tezaurului de la Mateuti, se pare ca
frecventa descoperirilor de acest tip, precum si
similitudinea morfologica si ornamentald in arealul
lor de raspandire, indica atat existenta unor mesteri
artizani mobili, cat si succesul unui model de bratara
omologat de preferintele elitelor locale (Bat, Zanoci,
Cojocari 2019, 318-319).

Colanul cu terminatii ofidiene din tezaurul de la
Mateuti (fig. 9) este o descoperire insolita in tot
spatiul est-carpatic. Desi majoritatea absoluta a
pieselor de acest tip au capetele modelate riguros,
de regula, cu terminatii zoomorfe, fiecare colan

era totusi realizat individual si prezenta un unicat.
Foarte probabil, orfevrul avea sarcina sa pastreze
Tncdrcdtura simbolicd a piesei de prestigiu, insa, tn
acelasi timp, trebuia sa evite crearea unei serii. in
interfluviul pruto-nistrean, doua dintre cele mai
faimoase colane ale epocii provin din tezaurul de

la Larguta (Hynenbman, Puxman 1957, 250-252,
puc. 2; 3; Hynenbman 1969, 129-130, puc. 1). Bazinul
de mijloc al Prutului este locul de provenientd a
unui alt colan din aur, descoperit intamplator la
Moreni/Prisacani (Burda 1979, fig. 66, 67; Mandescu
2010, pl. 188/2). Totusi, cele mai apropiate analogii
pentru modelul cu capete ofidiene sunt cunoscute
Tn mediul scitic de la Dundrea de Jos - necropola

de la Derbent (Redina 20085, fig. 1/3), si din spatiul
nord-pontic - necropola de la Barativka ([TeTpeHxo
1978, Tabn. 28/6). Motive ofidiene se regasesc si pe
terminatiile unui colan din inventarul mormantului
izolat de la Mezdra, de la poalele nordice ale
Muntilor Balcani (Mandescu 2010, pl. 184/9).

location (TenbHos, YeTBeprkoB, CuHuKka 2016, puc. 33/3,
4,68/12,15; 74/12,13;115/1;117/9, 13; 128/5-8;
196/6-9; 252/4, 5; 258/1; 292/14, 15; 323/14; 358/16,
20; TenbHos, CuHuKa 2018, puc. 6/5, 6). As we mentioned
upon the complete publication of the Mateuti hoard, it
appears that the frequency of such discoveries, as well
as the morphological and ornamental similarities across
their spreading area, indicate both to the existence of
itinerant artisans and the success of a bracelet pattern
favoured by local elites (Bat, Zanoci, Cojocari 2019, 318-
319).

The necklace with ophidian terminals from the Mateuti
hoard (fig. 9) is an unusual discovery for the entire
Eastern Carpathian area. Although the absolute majority
of these types of pieces have rigorously modeled ends,
particularly with zoomorphic terminals, each necklace
was crafted individually and represented a unique

piece. Usually, the jewelry craftsman was tasked with
preserving the symbolic significance of the prestige

item, but at the same time, he had to avoid creating a
series. Within the Prut-Dniester interfluve, two of the
most famous necklaces of the era originate from the
Larguta hoard (HyaenbmaH, Pukman 1957, 250-252,

puc. 2; 3; HyaenbMaH 1969, 129-130, puc. 1). Another
gold necklace originates from the Middle Prut basin,
discovered by chance at Moreni/Prisdacani (Burda 1979,
fig. 66, 67; Mandescu 2010, pl. 188/2). However, the
closest analogies for the model with ophidian terminals
are found in the Scythian milieu of the Lower Danube - at
the Derbent necropolis (Redina 2005, fig. 1/3) - and in the
North-Pontic area, at the Barativka necropolis (MeTpeHko
1978, Tabn. 28/6). Ophidian motifs are also present on
the necklace terminals from the inventory of the isolated
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Fig. 9. Colanul cu terminatii ofidiene de la Mateuti (foto I. Foca).
Fig. 9. The necklace with ophidian terminals from Mateuti (photo by I. Foca).
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Fig. 10. Brdtara cu decor snurat (solzi de sarpe) din tezaurul de la Saharna Mare (dupa Niculita 2018).
Fig. 10. Bracelet with corded decoration (snake-scale pattern) from the Saharna Mare hoard (after Niculita 2018).

Brdtara de tip inchis cu decor snurat de la Saharna
Mare (fig. 10) este atribuita modelelor de tip La Téne
care au patruns in zona est-carpatica (I[TerpeHko 1978,
55; Hedepnosa 1992, 25-28), avand bune analogii

n centrele de productie ale perioadei LT B2-C1 din
Silezia Superioara (Rudnicki 2014, pl. 6/6) si Moravia
(Cizmat, Kolnikova 2006, 261-283). Raportarea elitelor
la moda Europei Centrale este confirmata si de setul

grave at Mezdra, located at the northern foothills of the
Balkan Mountains (Mandescu 2010, pl. 184/9).

The closed-type bracelet with corded decoration from
Saharna Mare (fig. 10) is attributed to the La Téne
models that spread into the Eastern Carpathian
region (MetpeHko 1978, 55; Hedeposa 1992, 25-28),
having close analogies in the production centers of
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de fibule de schema La Téne timpuriu din structura
tezaurului de la Stroiesti. Rareori, pot fi descoperite
doua exemplare asemadndtoare, iar prezenta lantului
sporeste relevanta contextului. Cercetarile recente

au demonstrat ca majoritatea fibulelor de schema

La Tene timpuriu au fost descoperite in situri ce se
afld tn imediata apropiere a Nistrului. Initial, brosele
se raspandesc in zona fortificatiilor, apoi devin parte a
inventarului funerar din regiunile de sud ale spatiului
pruto-nistrean (Munteanu, Bat, Zanoci 2020z;
Munteanu, Bat, Zanoci 2020b; Munteanu, Bat, Zanoci
2021). Lantul apartine aceleiasi perioade - LT B2-C1 -,
iar cea mai apropiatd analogie provine din asezarea
Galish-Lovachka in Transcarpatia (binsins 1964,

Tabn. VIII/7).

Douad categorii de artefacte din ansamblul tezaurului
de la Stroiesti - inelul si perechea de cercei cu
sistem de Inchidere - sunt bine reprezentate in
necropolele grupurilor scitice din sud. Astfel,
modelul inelului este foarte asemanator pieselor
depuse in contextele funerare de la Hlinaia (TensHos,
YerBepukoB, Cunnka 2016, puc. 439/17), Mresnota
Moghila (OctpoBepxos, Peguna 2013, puc. 100/13,
14) si Bulgakovo ([TetpeHko 1978, Tabn. 51/38).

Verigi similare celor de la Mateuti si Saharna Mare
faceau parte din parura elitelor din cetatea de la
Bunesti (Bazarciuc 1981, 565, fig. 3). O analogie
apropiata o regdsim in necropola de la Ciobruciu
(MentoxoBa 1962, puc. 10/4).

Prezenta obiectelor de chihlimbar pe promontoriul de
la Saharna Mare (fig. 11) se inscrie in tabloul general

the LT B2-C1 period in Upper Silesia (Rudnicki 2014,
pl. 6/6) and Moravia (CizméF¥, Kolnikova 2006, 261-
283). The orientation of the elites toward Central
European fashion is also confirmed by the pair of

Early La Téne brooches from the structure of the
Stroiesti hoard. At least two brooches of a similar kind
are found quite rarely, and the presence of the chain
increases the relevance of the context. Recent research
has demonstrated that the majority of Early La Téne
brooches were recovered from sites situated in the
immediate proximity of the Dniester. The brooches
initially appeared around the fortifications area, and
later became part of the grave goods in the southern
regions of the Prut-Dniester area (Munteanu, Bdt,
Zanoci 2020a; Munteanu, Bat, Zanoci 2020b; Munteanu,
Bat, Zanoci 2021). The chain belongs to the same
period - LT B2-C1 - and the closest analogy originates
from the Galish-Lovachka settlement in Transcarpathia
(bin3ina 1964, Tabn. VIII/7).

Two artifact categories from the Stroiesti hoard - the
ring and the pair of earrings with a fastening system -
are well represented in the necropolises of the southern
Scythian groups. Thus, the ring design is very similar

to the items deposited in the burial contexts at Hlinaia
(TenbHoB, YeTBepukos, Cuinka 2016, puc. 439/17),
Mresnota Moghila (OctposepxoB, PegnHa 2013, puc.
100/13, 14) and Bulgakovo (MeTpeHro 1978, Tabn. 51/38).

Similar rings to those from Mateuti and Saharna Mare
were part of the regalia of the elites from the Bunesti
hillfort (Bazarciuc 1981, 565, fig. 3). A close analogy can
also be found in the Ciobruciu necropolis (Mentokosa
1962, puc. 10/4).



Fashion and identity around Late Iron Age fortifications in the Middle Dniester area

Fig. 11. Mdrgele din chihlimbar din tezaurul de la Saharna Mare (dupa Niculita et al. 2011).
Fig. 11. Amber beads from the Saharna Mare hoard (after Niculita et al. 2011).

al circulatiei obiectelor, achizitionarea podoabelor din
materiale vitroase solicitand resurse importante din
partea comunitdtii. Chihlimbarul ,baltic” reprezinta
pentru aceasta perioada resursa cea mai importanta
pentru bazinul carpatic si, implicit, pentru cel est-
carpatic (Teodor, Virgolici 2014, 146, 149, 163). La
Bunesti se cunoaste un alt exemplu de asociere
dintre margelele de chihlimbar cu podoabele din

The presence of amber objects on the Saharna Mare
promontory (fig. 11) fits into the general pattern of
artifact circulation, as the acquisition of adornments
made from vitreous materials required significant
resources from the community. During this period,
“Baltic” amber represented the most significant
resource for the Carpathian Basin and, by extension,
for the Eastern Carpathian region. Another example
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metale pretioase (Bazarciuc 1987, 37-39, fig. 5/7-

10; 6/4). Contextele arheologice bine documentate

1n necropola de la Hlinaia confirma faptul ca exista

o predilectie pentru produsele din chihlimbar in
cadrul ritualului funerar (TenbHoB, YeTBepnKOB,
Cununxa 2016, 857). Acelasi pattern este documentat
Tn mediul celtic din Transilvania, prin exemplarele
depuse In necropola de la Piscolt (Németi 1989, fig. 5;
15; 16; 18; Németi 1992, fig. 10; 15; 20; 29).

*kk

Rolul fortificatiilor in circulatia si raspandirea
progresiva a obiectelor, ideilor si tehnologiilor a
constituit subiectul mai multor studii arheologice
(Kaul 2007, 328; Pieta 2010, 251-274; Harding 2012,
203-208 s.a.). Transformarea unor asezari fortificate
n centre rezidentiale regionale a atras indivizii si
obiectele vehiculate de acestia, incinta si teritoriul
aflat sub control devenind spatii de afisare si de
difuziune a pieselor de prestigiu, indeosebi cele de
origine straind. Fluxul de valori functiona dupa
principiul hub-and-spoke networks, unde asezdrile
centrale joacd rolul de redistribuire a bunurilor.

Prin urmare, nu constituie o surprizd cd gravitarea
tezaurelor in jurul cetdtilor importante de pe Nistru,
procesul fiind similar in tot spatiul est-carpatic. Cele
trei tezaure abordate n acest articol sunt conectate
direct cu un spatiu fortificat: fie descoperite in
spatiul intra muros (Saharna Mare, Stroiesti), fie
recuperate din zona proxima aflatd sub controlul
cetdtii (Mateuti). Din punct de vedere supraregional,
parametrii contextului raman neschimbati, asa cum
demonstreaza descoperirile de la Bdiceni (Cucuteni-
Cetdtuie), Bunesti-Averesti, Stancesti, Stolniceni

of the association between amber beads and precious
metal adornments is documented at Bunesti (Bazarciuc
1987, 37-39, fig. 5/7-10; 6/4). The well-documented
archaeological contexts in the Hlinaia necropolis confirm
a predilection for amber artifacts in funerary practices
(TenbHoB, YeTBepuros, Cunnka 2016, 857). The same
pattern has been documented in the Celtic environment
of Transylvania, as evidenced by the artifacts found in
the Piscolt necropolis (Németi 1989, fig. 5; 15; 16; 18;
Németi 1992, fig. 10; 15; 20; 29).

*kk

The role of fortifications in the circulation and gradual
spread of objects, ideas, and technologies has been the
subject of several archaeological studies (Kaul 2007,
328; Pieta 2010, 251-274; Harding 2012, 203-208 etc.).
The transformation of fortified settlements into regional
residential centers attracted people and the objects
they carried; thus, the enclosure and the controlled
territory became spaces for the display and diffusion

of prestige items, especially those of foreign origin.

The flow of values functioned according to the hub-
and-spoke networks principle, where central settlements
played the role of redistributing goods. Consequently,
the gravitation of hoards around important fortifications
of the Dniester region is not unusual, a phenomenon
consistently observed across the entire East-Carpathian
area. The three hoards discussed in this article are
directly linked to a fortified space: either discovered
intra muros (Saharna Mare, Stroiesti) or recovered from
the proximate area under the fortification’s control
(Mateuti). At the supra-regional scale, the context
remains unchanged, as evidenced by the discoveries
from Bdiceni (Cucuteni-Cetatuie), Bunesti-Averesti,
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,Cetate” s.a. Conform opiniei lui D. Mandescu,
tezaurele din sec. V-III a. Chr., descoperite in
asezari, provin exclusiv din spatiul est-carpatic
(Mandescu 2010, 379). Mai mult decat atat, se
insista pe contemporaneitatea dintre tezaurul de la
Bunesti si cel de la Mateuti, facandu-se trimitere la
corespondenta artistica si cronologicd (Mandescu
2010, 111).

Relevanta artisticd, principiul rara avis si valoarea
intrinseca a pieselor din structura celor trei tezaure
converg spre ideea cd acestea nu erau disponibile
pentru simplii membrii ai comunitatilor din bazinul
Nistrului. Ele reprezintd, mai degrabd, obiecte de
distinctie sociald, evocand ostentativ portul fastuos
al epocii. Omniprezenta motivelor ofidiene poate
sugera si calitatea de accesorii cu caracter ezoteric,
poate chiar cu atributii sacerdotale. In acest sens, se
promoveazd ideea cd posesia si portul unor podoabe
cu tematica ofidiana confera detindtorului puteri
magice asupra simbolurilor chtoniene, iar iTngroparea
lor ar Tnsemna eliberarea posesorului de calitatile
supranaturale si dobandirea unui caracter votiv
(Spanu 2012, 118). Judecand dupa caracteristicile
metrice ale colanului de la Mateuti, am considerat
oportun ca acesta sa fi fost purtat de catre o femeie
sau de cdtre un adolescent. La fel de facil se poate
mula bratara multispiralicd pe mana unei femei, asa
cum au demonstrat datele experimentului (fig. 12).
Pe de altd parte, o privire de ansamblu asupra
contextelor din necropola de la Hlinaia consolideaza
ideea ca bratdrile cu aspect ofidian fac parte din
inventarul funerar al tuturor categoriilor de varsta
si sex.

Stancesti, Stolniceni “Cetate”, and others. According
to D. Mandescu, the settlement hoards from the 5" to
3rd centuries BC originate exclusively from the Eastern
Carpathian area (Mandescu 2010, 379). Moreover, the
argument highlights the contemporaneity between the
Bunesti and Mateuti hoards, invoking their manifest
artistic and chronological correspondence (Mandescu
2010, 117).

The artistic relevance, the rara avis principle, and the
intrinsic value of the artifacts composing the three
hoards suggest that they were not accessible to ordinary
members of the communities in the Dniester River basin.
They represented, rather, objects of social distinction,
serving as an ostentatious reflection of the opulent
fashion style of the time. The omnipresence of ophidian
motifs may also suggest their role as accessories of an
esoteric nature, perhaps even with sacerdotal functions.
In this regard, the possession and display of adornments
with ophidian themes granted the owner magical powers
over chthonic symbols, while burying them would signify
the owner’s release from these supernatural qualities
and the objects’ transition to a votive character (Spanu
2012, 118). Judging by the metric attributes of the
Mateuti necklace, it was considered appropriate that it
could have been worn by a woman or an adolescent. The
multispiral bracelet fits just as easily on a woman'’s wrist,
as the experimental data demonstrated (fig. 12). On

the other hand, a comprehensive analysis of the Hlinaia
necropolis features confirms the idea that ophidian-type
bracelets belonged to the funerary inventory of all age
groups and both sexes.
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Fig. 12. Brdtara multispiralica
de la Mateuti (foto din arhiva
autorului).

Fig. 12. Multispiral bracelet
from Mateuti (photo from the
author’s archive).

*kk

Caracterul deliberat al selectiei (piese de podoaba

si port) fortificd ipoteza ca avem de a face cu
ansambluri personale (say, cel mult, familiale), insa
cu un vizibil rol de legitimare a statutului. Starea
buna de conservare si lipsa unor indicatori clari care
sa denunte practica distrugerii intentionate a pieselor
tezaurizate sugereaza faptul ca au fost antrenate
accesorii aflate in uz. Fac exceptie doar doud piese
din structura tezaurului de la Mateuti - colanul si

o bratara spiralicd. Cea mai plauzibild explicatie

a deteriorarii colanului poate fi legata de intentia

de a-1 scoate de la gatul posesorului. Unul din
capetele bratarii a fost rupt, probabil, din antichitate,

*kk

The intentionality behind the selection (adornments and
clothing items) supports the hypothesis that these are
personal (or, at most, family) ensembles, yet ones with
a clear role in legitimizing social status. The good state
of preservation and the absence of clear evidence of
intentional destruction of the hoarded items suggest
that the accessories were in use. Two items from the
Mateuti hoard - the necklace and a spiral bracelet - are
the only exceptions. The most plausible explanation for
the necklace’s damage may be linked to an attempt

to remove it from the wearer’s neck. One end of the
bracelet was likely broken in antiquity, while the other
was repaired through welding. In both cases, we do



Fashion and identity around Late Iron Age fortifications in the Middle Dniester area

iar celilalt a fost reparat prin sudare. In ambele
cazuri, nu excludem nici conditiile tafonomice si
probabilitatea unor manipuldri recente. Prin urmare,
la Mateuti, ar putea fi acceptatd asertiunea unei
renuntdri la bunuri ca un act religios de depunere
votiva (Spanu 1998, 49; Babes 2010, 783). Locatia
descoperirii de la Saharna Mare, la marginea
promontoriului, cu o excelentd vizibilitate a defileului
Nistrului, poate sugera ofrande cdtre zei, asa cum
aratd descoperirea de la Mdscduti ,Dealul cel Mare”
(Bat, Zanoci 2023), unde, de asemenea, a fost utilizat
un obiect strdin (colanul de tip La Téne cu capete
trompetiforme). In acest sens, trebuie s reamintim
cd piesele de la Stroiesti au fost depuse intr-un vas,
manifestandu-se grija tn tezaurizarea lor. Totusi, fiind
accesoriii rareori descoperite tn contexte comune

de habitat, nu poate fi exclusa nici probabilitatea ca
Tngroparea pieselor a avut loc in situatii de crizd, asa
cum este prezentat cazul de la Stroiesti (dupaenscxui
2021, 207-208). Caracterul alert si precipitat al
Tngroparii este sugerat si de adancimea relativ mica
la care au fost surprinse tezaurele, cca 0,20-0,50 m,
fard a neglija Tnsa procesele firesti de nivelare si
interventiile ulterioare asupra contextelor.

Cat priveste momentul ingroparii pieselor, secventele
cronologice ale tezaurizdrii sunt aproape sincrone

si graviteaza cdtre a doua jumatate a sec. III a. Chr,,
cu extensii clare chiar catre ultimul sfert al acestui
veac. Acest interval de timp este garantat de
relevanta cronologicd, furnizata de bratdrile spiralice
cu decor ofidian geometric si perechea de fibule de
schema La Tene timpuriu, legate cu lant, datate in
fazele LT B2-C1.

not exclude a taphonomic impact or the possibility

of recent handling. Therefore, in the case of Mateuti,
the hypothesis of a formal renunciation of goods as

a religious act of votive offering could be accepted
(Spanu 1998, 49; Babes 2010, 783). The location of the
Saharna Mare find, on the edge of the promontory, with
an excellent view of the Dniester Gorge, may suggest
offerings to the gods, as indicated by the discovery at
Mascauti “Dealul cel Mare” (Bat, Zanoci 2023), where,
likewise, a foreign object was used (a La Tene-type
necklace with trumpet-shaped ends). In this regard, it
is worth noting that the artifacts from Stroiesti were
placed in a vessel, demonstrating care in their hoarding.
However, since these artifacts are rarely found in
common settlement contexts, we cannot exclude the
probability that the deposition was made during crisis
situations, as illustrated by the case of Stroiesti.

The hurried and precipitated deposition process is

also suggested by the relatively shallow depth of the
discovery - approximately 0.20-0.50 m -, although

one must not overlook the natural processes of soil
settlement and subsequent disturbances to the contexts.

Concerning the depositional timeframe, the chronological
horizons of these hoards appear nearly synchronous,
gravitating toward the second half of the 3™ century BC,
with clear extensions even into the final quarter of that
century. This chronological horizon is confirmed by the
chronological relevance of the spiral bracelets with
geometric ophidian motifs and the pair of Early La Tene
brooches, linked by a chain, both dated to the LT B2-C1
phases.
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