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REFLECTION OF TEMPORAL ISOLATES  

IN AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 

Vera TABUREANU 

E.T. Hall in his work The Silent Language deals with the concept of time 

in American culture. He states that in western world time has the following 

main traits named isolates: ordering, cyclicity, synthesisity, valuation, 

tangibility, duration and depth [4,p. 139]. In the present article we will focus 

on the reflection of some of these isolates in the works of American writers . 

J. Griffiths in her book A Sideway Look at Time states that time is 

perceived differently by people from different cultures and parts of the world. 

Thus, there is not just one abstract universal mono-time, there are thousands 

of times [3, p.42]. E.T. Hall also claims that there is a variety of time systems 

in the world and gives the example of Native Americans, for whom time is 

not duration and it is neither fixed nor measured.  There is a different time for 

everything which can be altered by circumstances. In the lyrical short story 

Blue Winds Dancing by Thomas S. Whitecloud a young Native American 

experiences internal struggle between his Indian roots conflicting with 

modern American ambitions. In spite of the fact that he strives for a different 

life in the new modern world he feels an outcast in a frenetic western society 

aЧdăreturЧsătШăhisăЧativeăreservatiШЧăаhereăheătakesăhisătimeăasăheăisă„backăiЧă
a world where time dШesăЧШtămeaЧă thatămuchăЧШа‟ă[6,ăp.20].ăTimeă thereă isă
nature-given or kairological, as people perceive passing of time by nature 

signs: the smell of wild rice and venison cooking in the air, the smell of 

rШttiЧgă leavesă aЧdă birds‟ă lastă sШЧgsă befШreă leaviЧg,ă announcing coming of 

snow. 

E.T. Hall states that synthesisity isolate is important for perception of life 

and everything around people. In American culture the minutes and hours 

add up as people are dealing with a system and they believe that there is order 

in the universe; so people discover the order and create models that reflect it 

due to the tendency to synthesize everything [4, p.144]. As it turns out, these 

models do not work all the time for everybody and everywhere. The main 

character from Blue Winds Dancing by Thomas S. Whitecloud agrees that 

„thereăisăalаaвsăbeautвăiЧăШrder‟ăbutăatătheăsameătimeăheăclaimsăthată„ităisătheă
beautвăШfăcaptivitв‟,ăfiЧdiЧgăaăpiЧeăfightiЧgăfШrăeбisteЧceămШreăbeautifulă. 

Concerning duration feature of time E.T. Hall mentions informal time 

isolates. There are four isolates that suggest how people distinguish between 

a very short time and a long time regardless of the clock time: urgency, 

monochronism, activity and variety. 

Rapid or slow passing of time is related to urgency, hence the more urgent 

the need, the more time seems to slow down. There is a distinction between 
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„active‟ăaЧdă„dШrmaЧt‟ăphasesăШfăeverвthiЧg.ăJustăplaiЧăsittiЧg,ătrвiЧgătШăcaptureă
a sense of self, is not considered to be doing anything [4, p.150]. In the short 

story The Story of An Hour by Kate Chopin Mrs. Mallard feels relieved and 

liberatedăafterăsheălearЧsăabШutăherăhusbaЧd‟sădeathăiЧăaЧăaccideЧt.ăSheăisăsittiЧgă
by the window, enjoying the new situation of being free and seemingly doing 

nothing as her worried sister Josephine might see through the keyhole. She may 

seemă tШă beă iЧă aă dШrmaЧtă phase,ă dШiЧgă ЧШthiЧgă ată allă bută iЧă factă „sheă аasă
driЧkiЧgă iЧă aă verвă eliбiră Шfă life,ă aЧticipatiЧgă aă lШЧgă happвă life‟ă аithШută heră
beloved husband. 

Variety makes it possible for people to distinguish between short duration 

and long duration, or long duration and very long duration. E.T. Hall stated 

thată“varietвăisăaăfactШrăiЧăbШredШm,ăаhileătheădegreeăШfăbШredШmăeбperieЧcedă
depeЧdsă ШЧă hШаă rapidlвă timeă passes”ă [4,ă p.152].ă People search variety in 

everything in their lives: careers, hobbies, food and clothing. On the informal 

level of time, as E.T. Hall states, the basic distinction is between sameness 

and variety. With variety, time moves more rapidly. People associate variety 

with external events. In the short story The Story of An Hour by Kate Chopin 

Mrs.ăMallardăafteră theăЧeаsăШfăherăhusbaЧd‟sădeathăpraвsă fШrăheră lifeă tШăbeă
lШЧgăthiЧkiЧgăabШută„allăsШrtăШfădaвsăthatăаШuldăbeăherăШаЧ‟.ăWeăcaЧăШbserveă
aă strikiЧgă cШЧtrastă asă „вesterdaвă sheă hadă thШughtă аithă aă shudderă thată lifeă
might be long‟,ăbecauseăШfăherămШЧШtШЧШusălifeăШfăaămarriedăаШmaЧ. 

Maturing and aging is not considered by Americans variety. To the 

Pueblo of New Mexico, however, aging is something to be experienced. It 

means increased status in the community and a greater part in decision 

making [4, p.154]. Variety, from this point of view, is a natural part of living, 

and an inherent aspect of the self, providing a basically different view of life 

from the western one. In the short story The Swimmer by J. Cheever the main 

character swims home from a party through a number of swimming pools 

from his neighborhood, as he imagines them as a river. When he arrives 

home, it turns out that it is autumn and not summer any more, his house is 

locked and abandoned. Thus, several hundred meters took the swimmer ages 

tШă cШveră aЧdă heă getsă Шlderă aЧdă аeaker.ă Bută hisă agiЧgă aЧdă „sаimmiЧgă
eбperieЧce‟ă haveă ЧШtă brШughtă himă aЧвă respectă Шră highă statusă iЧă theă
community, in contrast he found himself abandoned and hopeless. 

According to E.T. Hall, informal patterning of time is the neglected 

aspects of culture and it is impossible to participate in two different patterns 

at the same time. Informal patterns are seldom, made explicit, deviations 

from the patterns are disapproved as people are not doing things that 

particular way [4, p.157]. The main character from Blue Winds Dancing by 

Thomas S. Whitecloud feels to be a stranger in modern American society, 

moreover people treat him as an inferior because of these differences, even if 
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he tries hard to keep up with theăаhites.ăR.ăLeviЧeăalsШăagreesăthată“beliefsă
about time reside in a very personal zone, deep inside our psychological 

spaces,ăaЧdăeveЧămiЧimalămeddliЧgămaвăbeămetădefeЧsivelв”ă[5,ăp.160]. 
Whereas there are a great variety of times, time and its passage are 

perceived differently by the existing cultures, and the writers have reflected 

different time perception through their works. 
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THE FUNCTIONS OF STYLISTIC INVERSION  

IN MODERN POLITICAL SPEECHES 

Tatiana ğEPLIC 

Language is a means of communication but it has also been a powerful 
weapon of affecting the social environment from the ancient times. Political 
leaders manipulate words to make people trust their ideas and behave in a certain 
way. The analysis of the language phenomena used in the speeches of the modern 
politicians provides better understanding of the processes happening in everyday 
live and ensures critical attitude of the people toward the decisions taken by the 
government bodies. 

One of the tools of creating a desirable effect upon the audience is the use of 
inverted word order. Syntactical structure of the English sentence follows the 
fixed rules of the language and serves as one of the main means of expressing 
ideas. The English language is distinguished by a strict word order according to 
which the subject is placed before the predicate in the declarative sentence. 
AccШrdiЧgă tШă WallаШrkă A.ă “theă subjectă maiЧtaiЧsă theă mШstă impШrtaЧtă
iЧfШrmatiШЧ”ă[6,ăp.16]ăaЧd,ăheЧce,ăităshШuldăШccupвăiЧitialăpШsition, before relating 
the information about it. The unnatural flow of information gets the reader or 
listener confused. Still, non-SVO word order is found very often in different 
genres of writing. It is a heuristic devise for creating coherent and cohesive 
representation of the text.  

WardăG.ăaЧdăBirЧerăB.ăstateăthat:ă“TheătermăiЧversiШЧădeЧШtesăaЧвăclauseă
in which the logical subject appears in post verbal position while some other, 
canonically post verbal, constituent appears clause-iЧitiallв”ă [7,ă p.ă 36].ăThe 
stylistic inversion according to Gurevich V. is a deliberate change of the 
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