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It is rather unusual to deal with legal history in the context of digitalization
in law, because digitalization is a topic of the present and the future and not of
the past — at least not of the time of Karl Friedrich Adler (1865-1924). During
Adler’s lifetime, just a few proto-digital systems were established: punch cards,
the Morse code, Braille. Adler had no specific connection to any of them (al-
though it is plausible that he sent telegrams and thus used the Morse code at least
indirectly). Thus, this paper does not deal with Adler’s personal experience of
digitalization, but with the role of digitalization for research on Adler — specifi-
cally in finding his own publications.

Biographical sketch

Karl Friedrich Adler was born in Prague in 1865. He studied law at the Uni-
versity of Vienna and habilitated there for civil and commercial law with a mono-
graph on the law auf Austrian storehouses (“Osterreichisches Lagerhausrecht™)
in 1893. In 1898 Adler, who was born into the Jewish community, had himself
baptized. In the same year, he became associate professor for commercial law at
the University of Chernivtsi, Bucovina. The then German-speaking university
had been founded in 1875 was the “youngest” in the Austrian part of the Hab-
sburg empire. In 1902, Adler became full professor and in 1909/10, he served as
president (“Rektor”) of the university.

After World War I Chernivtsi became part of Romania and Romanian was
decreed to be the sole language of instruction at its university. Adler could not
speak Romanian and so he was dismissed by September 1919. He returned to
Vienna and appointed by the Austrian government as professor. However, the
faculty of law at Vienna University would not allow Adler to teach again. In 1916
and 1918, Adler had attacked Joseph von Schey, a Viennese professor for civil
law, sharply in a series of articles dealing with the reform of the Austrian civil
code (ABGB). The law faculty considered these attacks too personal and hence
inappropriate for an academic discussion. Adler appealed against the faculty’s
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decision, but he died in 1924 — before the Austrian administrative court decided
his case.
Adler’s publications

So far, not too much detailed research has been conducted on Karl Friedrich
Adler. However, there is plenty of material on Adler’s life worth to be explored.
The ways to exploit this material are quite different now to what they would have
been some decades ago. The reason for that difference is digitalization.

Adler was a prolific academic author. He published a number of monograph-
ic works and many articles and reviews; some of his works are still cited in com-
mentaries on Austrian civil and commercial law,' but it seems they have not been
examined systematically for quite a while. Examining them is now much easier
than it would have been some decades ago for two reasons. The first reason is that
a large number of library catalogues are available online; the second is that quite
a number of Adler’s publications are available in full text too.

The following bibliography of Adler’s academic writing has been compiled
online by using digital resources only. It is not necessarily complete but it is defi-
nitely quite comprehensive. There were several starting points to do that. One
starting point is worldcat, the world’s largest bibliographic database.” Not all of
the information there is too reliable in detail, but it works quite well for a first
overview. Openlibrary is less useful because it focuses on books and thus usually
lists monographs, but not articles and reviews.? A search in Hathi Trust digital
library results in quite a number of Adler’s publications and a few of them are not
available online elsewhere.*

As Adler started his academic career in Vienna and always worked at — then
— Austrian universities Viennese library catalogues are specifically relevant for
research on him. The electronic catalogue of Vienna university (u:search) in-
cludes most books and articles published after 1931, and thus most of Adler’s
publications are not listed in u search.’ Fortunately, scans of the old catalogues
(some are hand written in large folios, some are card indices) are available on-
line.®

One problem with older library catalogues is, however, that they usually

'E.g. Rudolf Reischauer, § 918, in: Peter Rummel, Kommentar zum Allgemeinen Biirgerlichen Gesetz-
buch, Bd. 1: §§ 1-1089 (Wien *2000), who cites Karl Adler, Zur Lehre vom Leistungsverzug beim Kauf, in:
Zeitschrift fiir das gesamte Handelsrecht 86 (1923) 11f.

2 worldcat.org

3 openlibrary.org

* hathitrust.org

5 Usearch.univie.ac.at; However, some of his works are listed in u:search either because they are avail-
able in digital form (“Bankpolitische Aufsétze”) or because they were borrowed within the past few years
(Any borrowed book is registered in u:search).

¢ bibliothek.univie.ac.at/bibliothekskataloge.html



list only books i.e. monographs by author, whereas they do not list individual
articles in periodicals and anthologies. Fortunately, the old main catalogue of
Vienna University’s main library includes not only monographs but also offprints
from journals.! Thus, this old main catalogue provides a good albeit not complete
overview of Adler’s longer publications.? The law faculty’s has another catalogue
that might include even more of Adler’s publications, but this catalogue is unfor-
tunately not available online.

The online catalogue of the Austrian national library (Ostereichische Na-
tionalbibliothek — ONB) does not include too many of Adler’s works, but the
national library offers one resource that is most important to analyze his output
online: AustriaN Newspapers Online (ANNO).* ANNO is a huge online collec-
tion of scanned newspapers and journals and fortunately, it includes two journals
that regularly published articles by Adler’ In addition, Adler published a few
articles and reviews in other publications, which are available via ANNO.¢

There is just one more resource which is as important to access Adler’s pub-
lications online as ANNO: the digital libraries connected (DLC)’ of the Max
Planck Institutes which include several collections of the Max Planck Institute
fiir Rechtsgeschichte und Rechtstheorie (Max Planck institute for legal history
and legal theory). Two of these collections contain several of Adler’s publica-
tions: The collection of “Privatrecht” (Private Law)® and the collection of “Juris-
tische Zeitschriften des 19. Jahrhunderts” (19th century Legal Journals).’

The Privatrecht collection contains just three works by Adler but they are
especially important, because two of them are monographs.'® The journal collec-

! katzoom.univie.ac.at/ubwdb/cgi-bin/katzmf.cgi?katalog=1 & faktor=3

2 katzoom.univie.ac.at/ubwdb/data/nka/m001/z001/h005/¢0000452.gif;

katzoom.univie.ac.at/ubwdb/data/nka/m001/z001/h005/e0000453.gif;

katzoom.univie.ac.at/ubwdb/data/nka/m001/z001/h005/e0000454.gif

* onb.ac.at

* anno.onb.ac.at

> “Allgemeine Osterreichische Gerichtszeitung (Austrian General Court Paper) published weekly (in
Adler’s time; it was published daily in 1851, every other day from 1852 to 1863, twice a week from 1864 to
1885, once a week from 1886 to 1918 and — usually — bi-weekly from 1918 to 1938) in Vienna from 1850
to 1938 and “Zeitschrift fiir das Privat- und 6ffentliche Recht der Gegenwart” (Journal for Contemporary
Private and Public Law) published from 1874 to 1916 and usually called “Griinhuts Zeitschrift” (Griinhut’s
Journal) because of its founder and editor-in-chief Carl Samuel Griinhut.

¢ E.g. ,Juristische Bldtter (Legal Papers), ,,Der Tresor — Zeitschrift fiir Volkswirtschaft und
Finanzwesen® (The Safe — Journal for Macroeconomics and Finance); ,,Zentralblatt fiir die Juri-
stische Praxis® (Central Paper fiir legal practice); ,,Zeitschrift fiir Volkswirtschaft, Sozialpolitik
und Verwaltung* (Journal for Macroeconomics, Social Policy and Administration).

" Dlc.mpg.de

8 dlc.mpg.de/partner/mpilhlt/search/-/-/1/-/DC%3 Ajuristischezeitschriftendes 1 9jahrhunderts

°dlc.mpg.de/partner/mpilhlt/search/-/-/1/- /DC%3 Aprivatrechtliteraturquellenzumprivatundzivilprozess
rechtdes19jahrhunderts

10" Das osterreichische Lagerhausrecht” und ,,Zur Entwicklungslehre und Dogmatik des Gesellschafts-
rechts®; the third (,,Realcontract und Vorvertrag®) is an offprint of a journal article.



tion contains three journals with several articles by Adler,' although none of them
includes as many of his publications as the two journals available via ANNO.

All the other online ressources include just a few of Adler’s publication.
Searching the internet archive? fiir ,,Karl Adler results in just one hit,® but the
internet archive offers a bit more. Adler authored two articles in lexica that are
available at the internet archive.* However, one has to know that Adler was one
of the authors of these lexica, because the internet archive does not identify all
the contributors and thus does not show the lexicon as a result in a search for Karl
Adler.

JSTOR,’ the large US digital library especially for journals, contains just one
of Adler’s own articles,® one of his reviews and two reviews of one of his books.’
These reviews are quite interesting, because they were published in an American
and an Italian journal and thus show that at least some of Adler’s works were
noticed internationally.® Digizeitschriften,” the German counterpart to JSTOR,
also contains just one article by Adler and a review of one his books — both in the
same journal.'®

Duncker & Humblot has reprinted one collection of Adler’a articles and
published this collection online, too,'" and one article in an anthology is available
at the digital collections of the Bavarian State library (BSB).!? Even the Digital
Archives of Russia contains the full text for one of Adler’s monograph that is not
available online elsewhere."

Adler published at least five monographs, including his inauguration speech
as president of Chernivtsi University in 1909. The full texts for three of these
monographs are available online, as well as reviews on four of them. Adler edited
one volume of legal texts. The full text of this volume is not available online, but
two reviews are.

! Archiv fir birgerliches Recht” (Archives for Civil Law); ,,Deutsche Juristen-Zeitung® (German
Lawyers Paper) und ,,Jahrbiicher fiir die Dogmatik des biirgerlichen Rechts* (Yearbook for Civil Law Dog-
matics).

2 Archive.org

3 An offprint of ,,Studien zur Lehre von dem Werthpapieren und von dem Wechsel*.

* Conrad, Elster, Lexis, Loening, Handworterbuch der Staatswissenschaften; Mischler, Ulbrich (Hgg.),
Osterreichisches Staatslexikon.

5 Jstor.org

¢, Kaufbegriff und Werklieferungsvertrag im Handelsrecht*.

7, Kapitalzins und Preisbewegung®.

8 “The American Economic Review”; ,,Rivista Internazionale di Scienze Sociali e Discipline Ausiliarie®
(International Revue of Social Sciences and Auxiliary Disciplines).

° Digizeitschriften.de

10 “Jahrbiicher fiir Nationalokonomie und Statistik” (Journal of Economics and Statistics).

11 _Bankpolitische Aufsitze”; www-wiso-net-de

12 Geschichte der 6sterreichischen Land- und Forstwirtschaft; daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/0007/
bsb00074235/images/index.html

13 Kapitalzins und Preisbwegung®; https://cdn.ruarxive.org/public/minfin/0847.pdf
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Adler also contributed at least two articles for lexica and both of them are
available online. Interestingly Adler also published a review of one the lexika,
the “Osterreichisches Staatslexikon”.There are minimum four contributions by
Adler to anthologies (Festschriften). Just one of them is available as full text on-
line, but tables of contents for the other ones can be found online.

Right at the moment 48 scientific articles by Adler can be traced. 32 full
texts are available online. Finally, full texts for 30 reviews by Adler are available
online right now. It is quite probable that Adler wrote more reviews, which are
not (yet) available online.

The general impression is that more than the half of Adler’s academic output
is available online and can be analyzed almost anywhere in the world as along
as one can access the internet. That would have been quite different just a few
decades earlier, and hopefully (and likely) a higher percentage of Adler’s works
will be available online within the next few years in the next few years. Thus,
digitalization has changed the possibilities for research on Karl Adler quite a
bit.

Bibliography of Adler’s publications
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Uber Zwecke und Wirkungen der Gesamtschuld, in: Festschrift zur Jahrhun-
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Articles in Lexica
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Bemerkungen zum Osterreichischen Versicherungsgesetzentwurf, in:
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! https://d-nb.info/361429436/04

2 http://digitale-objekte.hbz-nrw.de/storage2/2015/02/22/file_2/6026893.pdf
3 http://media.obvsg.at/AC02112435-1001
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Der Fixkauf nach dem Handelsrecht des Deutschen Reiches, in: Prager ju-
ristische Zeitschrift 1 (1921)* not available online

Der Notstand im Strafgesetzentwurfund im Herrenhausentwurfe zur Zivilge-
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Der Ubergang der Gefahr beim Handelskauf, in: Zeitschrift fiir das gesamte
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Der Umlauf des Blankettwechsels, in: Zeitschrift fiir das gesamte Han-
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! Announced in: Juristische Wochenschrift 21 (1892) 36; online: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=m
dp.35112103073484&view=1up&seq=762&size=125

2 Cited in: ,,Vé&stnik Ministerstva vnitra® (Journal of the — Czechoslovak — ministry of the interior)
vol. 4 (January 1922) 484; play.google.com/store/books/details?id=cq9DAQAAMAAJ&rdid=book-
cq9DAQAAMAAJ&rdot=1
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