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In conditions of unstable hydrological regime of the Dniester River, which is 

expressed in frequent, non-cyclical fluctuations of the water level, of great importance is 

the improvement of nesting conditions for wetland birds. In 2021, in accordance with the 

recommendations of the Reconstruction and Management Plan for the Yagorlyk Nature 

Reserve 4 nesting rafts were created, the target species are Great Crested Grebe and 

Ferruginous Duck. Rafts about 1.5 m across are made of planks and wooden slats, or 

from plastic containers, wire mesh and turf. A load serving as an anchor is tied to the 

bottom of the rafts with a rope. In the spring of 2022, 15 closed-type platforms for 

nesting wetland birds were also manufactured and installed among the hydrophytes. The 

platforms were made of wooden pallets, for buoyancy, foam material "penoplex" and 

plastic containers were placed under the platform. A pipe made of metal mesh and 

meadow hay was fixed to the platform. The dimensions of the platforms are 100/60 cm, 

the size of the nest tube is 80 cm in length and 30 cm in inner diameter. When nesting 

sites are located in dense thickets of wetland vegetation, all plants around the nest are 

removed by 30-40cm. The nests were located in two groups at a distance of 10 – 20 

meters from each other: 1 group of 5 nests in the area of the tract "Balta"; 2 group of 10 

nests in the Goyan Bay near the village of Doybany. The platforms were installed in 

March, immediately after the ice meltdown. 

In addition to the above target species, such artificial rafts will be used by Сoots and 

other waterfowl. Using the experience of creating biotechnical structures in conditions of 

unstable hydrological regime of the Dniester River it will allow to preserve and improve 

habitats for a vulnerable group of birds of the middle and lower Dniester in the future. 

Monitoring of the ornithopopulation of limnophiles it will allow tracking the dynamics of 

changes in the fauna of birds of the middle and lower Dniester and to identify species 

that are particularly vulnerable to which it is urgently necessary to apply biotechnical 

methods. 
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